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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn Hall. 

Cub Scout Pack 111 performed a flag ceremony and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. 

Councilor Lee had an excused absence. All other Councilors were present. 

 

I. Consent Items 

 

1. Order 01-01052015*  
Appointing Karen Scammon as City Assessor for a two year term beginning 2/1/2015 

with an expiration of 1/31/2017. 

 

2. Order 02-01052015*  
Confirming Chief Crowell’s appointment of Constables without firearms for the 

Auburn Police Department. 

 

3. Order 03-01052015*  
Accepting the transfer of $699.00 forfeiture assets in U.S. currency (Jermaine 

Motley). 

 

4. Order 04-01052015*  
Confirming Chief Crowell’s appointment of James S. Davison as a Constable with a 

firearm for the Auburn Police Department. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

accept the consent items as presented. Passage 6-0. 

 

II.   Minutes   

 December 15, 2014 Regular Council Meeting 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

accept the minutes of December 15, 2014 as presented. Passage 6-0. 

 

III. Reports* 

*For trial period, Council agrees to shift Reports to the last item on the meeting agenda.  To do so, a 

motion should be made "To suspend the rules and move item III. Reports on the agenda to 

immediately after item VIII. Executive Session".  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

suspend the rules and move item III, Reports on the agenda to immediately after item 

VIII, Executive Session. Passage 4-2 (Councilors Walker and Crowley opposed). 

 

IV.    Communications, Presentations and Recognitions  

 Cub Scout Pack 111 presented a bronze memorial plaque to the City. The plaque 

is dedicated to the 17 victims that perished in a tragic fire in Auburn in 1945.  
  

V.     Open Session 
Andy Titus, 17 Lamplighter Circle commented on the light agenda, the road projects on 

South Main Street and Park Avenue, and committee reports, and economic development.  
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Joe Gray, Sopers Mill Road commented on Councilor reports, and on the first workshop item 

on the Future Land Use Map amendment proposal. 

 

VI.    Unfinished Business - None 
 

VII.    New Business - None 
 

VIII. Executive Session - None 

 

Reports* 

 
Mayor’s Report – Commented on scheduling workshop and agenda items, staff preparation, 

meetings with John Holden (President of LAEGC), meeting with the Town of Poland to talk 

about economic development partnerships, discussions with St. Lawrence and Atlantic Railroad, 

negotiations between the City and National Guard regarding the land in the Mt. Apatite and 

Auburn Suburban ball field area and determining the land value, workforce development, an 

upcoming meeting with University of Maine system (USM and Lewiston Auburn College 

officials), and the Airport’s Strategic Planning and possible land acquisition. 

 

City Manager’s Report – Municipal Wireless Network update, CIP (Capital Improvement 

Program) for requests have been turned in by Department heads, thanked City Staff who took 

part in delivering gifts and meals at Christmas time, meetings to be videotaped by chapter 

moving forward, on Monday nights without a scheduled City Council meeting, he will be 

available until 8pm to take concerns or to meet with residents. 
 

 Committee and City Councilor Reports 

 

Councilor LaFontaine – On scheduling a meeting with Council and the School Committee to 

talk about process, members of the School Committee and high school administration visited a 

school in Worcester, Massachusetts; she encouraged School Administration to not think about 

building only when talking about curriculum for high school students. She also commented on the 

Auburn Public Library activities and events, and on the labor shortage in our community (and all 

of Maine).     

 

Councilor Walker - On Mid Maine Waste Action Corporation and a price increase which we’ll 

see. The increase will be approximately $40 - $41 per ton. Also, the Recycling Committee will be 

coming forward with a new plan for recycling.  

 

Councilor Gerry - On the Lewiston Auburn Transit Committee will meet next week, the 

Citizens Advisory Committee will meet tomorrow, the Auburn Housing authority generally meet 

the last Wednesday of the month. The Mayor requested to see AVCOG’s total expenditures 

relating to transit including any indirect charges, and in regards to the Auburn Housing Authority, 

he would like a briefing on the Spring Street Project. 

 

Councilor Young – no report. 

 

Councilor Crowley - On Auburn Recreation and Special Events meeting, posting on message 

board, the Winter Festival, the First Auburn Senior Citizens group activities, Ingersoll update 

report, programming updates, Auburn Water and Sewerage District report included budget, cell 

tower lease agreement, Auburns share of the Lewiston-Auburn Water Pollution Control  
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Authority and her Sewer tip. Written reports were provided and were posted on our website. She 

also provided her Ward 1 report which included the lighting of St. Louis church on New Year’s 

Eve, thanked the new owners of the church, thanked Auburn residents for giving gifts and food 

during the holidays, dates to watch, visiting hours at the Library, calls regarding recycling and the 

Norway Savings Bank Arena, Salute to Denny Sullivan Day, and City Council schedule. 

 

Councilor Hayes – Commented on an article that was in the newspaper regarding the Airport. He 

also stated that the Airport Board is in the process of strategic planning and the public is invited 

to attend and participate during the open session. The Railroad received national press in a 

transportation magazine on the length of track, and increased services, and at the next Airport 

session they should be able to discuss another contract (an eatery). 

 

IX.  Open Session - Members of the public are invited to speak to the Council about any 

issue directly related to City business which is not on this agenda. 

 

 Jim Tierney, 7 Drummond Street commented on snow removal. 

 

Joe Gray, Sopers Mill Road had questions on the Airport and Railroad, and the Spring Street 

project, recommended looking at our economic development strategy, and commented on 

TIF’s. 

 

Andy Titus, 17 Lamplighter Circle asked if there would be an open session at the January 

12th workshop.  

 

X. Adjournment – Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor 

LaFontaine to adjourn.  All were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 8:57 PM. 

 

  

A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk 
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn Hall 

and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. Councilor Young had an excused absence. All other 

Councilors were present. 

 

I. Consent Items  

 

5. Order 05-01202015* 

Setting June 9, 2015 as the date for the School Budget Validation Referendum and 

Special Municipal Election. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Gerry and seconded by Councilor LaFontaine to 

accept the one consent item as presented. Passage 6-0. 
 

II.  Minutes - January 5, 2015 Regular Council Meeting 

 



Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to accept 

the minutes of January 5, 2015 as presented. Passage 5-0-1 (Councilor Lee abstained as 

he was not present at that meeting). 

 

III.   Reports  

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor LaFontaine to suspend 

the rules to move item III. Reports on the agenda to immediately after item VIII. 

Executive Session. Passage 5-1 (Councilor Crowley opposed). 

 

IV.    Communications, Presentations and Recognitions  

 Introduction of John Holden, President of the Lewiston-Auburn Economic 

Growth Council 

 EMS (Emergency Medical Services) update by Chief Roma 

 

 Public comment - Joe Gray, Sopers Mill Road with billing questions 
 

V.     Open Session – No one from the public spoke 

 
VI.    Unfinished Business - None 

 

VII.    New Business  

 

1. Order 06-01202015 

 Approving the proposed amendment to the 2010 Comprehensive Plan’s Land Use 

Plan from Agricultural/Rural to Low Density Residential for the property located at 

113 Woodbury Road. First reading. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

approve order 06-01202015 as presented. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke 
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Passage 4-2 (Councilors Crowley and Gerry opposed). A roll call vote was taken. 

 

2. Ordinance 01-01202015 

 Adopting the proposed amendment to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 2, 

Administration, Article V, Boards, Commissions and Committees, Division 4, 

Planning Board. First reading. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

adopt Ordinance 01-01202015 as presented. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke 

 

Passage 4-2 (Councilors Walker and Gerry opposed). A roll call vote was taken. 

 



3. Ordinance 02-01202015 

Adopting the proposed amendment to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 2, 

Administration, Article Article II, Mayor and City Council, Division 2, Rules of 

Procedure, Section 2-59, Order of Business. Public hearing and first reading. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

adopt Ordinance 02-01202015 as presented. 

 

Passage 5-1 (Councilor Walker opposed). A roll call vote was taken.  

 

4. Ordinance 03-01202015 

Adopting the proposed amendment to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 2, 

Administration, Article Article V, Boards, Commissions, and Committees, Division 1, 

Generally. Public hearing and first reading. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Gerry to 

postpone this item for a future workshop. Passage 6-0. 
 

VIII.  Executive Session - Discussion regarding real estate matter, pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. 

405(6)(C) with possible action to follow. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Lee to enter into 

executive session to discuss a real estate matter, pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. 405(6)(C) with 

possible action to follow. Passage 4-1 (Councilor Crowley opposed and Councilor Walker 

was not in the room for the vote). Time 8:19 P.M. 

 

Council was declared out of Executive Session at 8:44 P.M. and no action was taken. 

 

Mayor’s Report – No report 

 

City Councilor Reports 
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Councilor LaFontaine – Teen Life Series at the Auburn Public Library and Saturday is 

National Read-a-thon day. 

Councilor Lee – Bike Ped Committee has not met recently, LAEGC – met with John 

Holden, the Citizens Advisory Committee will be meeting January 27, 2015. 

Councilor Gerry – no report 

Councilor Walker – no report  

Councilor Crowley – Dates to watch, Winter Festival, history of skiing at the Auburn Public 

Library, Bunko at the Women’s Literary Union, Recreation Advisory Committee meeting on 

February 11th, Valentine’s Day, Salute to Denny Sullivan Day is March 14th, no committee 

reports tonight, trash and recycling calls, a newspaper article in regards to follow up from her 

previous Sewerage report, and calls regarding Great Falls TV. 

Councilor Hayes - an announcement regarding the Airport Café which is reopening.    

 

City Manager’s Report – Commended the Police Department on the well organized effort 

with the Lewiston Police Department, the Lisbon Police Department, the County Sherriff’s 



office and various State and Federal agencies on the arrest of 24 individuals who were selling 

drugs in the area. 

 

Finance Director, Jill Eastman - December 2014 Monthly Finance Report 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to accept and 

place on file the December 2014 monthly finance report. Passage 6-0.  

IX.      Open Session – No one from the public spoke  

 

X. Adjournment – Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor 

Walker with a unanimous vote to adjourn. Time 9:07 P.M. 

 

A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk 
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 5:49 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn 

Hall and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. Councilors Young and Crowley had excused 

absences. All other Councilors were present.  

 

I. New Business 
 

1. Ordinance 04-01262015 

Amending the Code of Ordinances Chapter 14, Article IX - Mass Gatherings, 

section 14-275 – Alcoholic Beverages. Public hearing and first reading. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor 

Walker to approve amending the Code of Ordinances Chapter 14, Article IX - 

Mass Gatherings, section 14-275 – Alcoholic Beverages as presented. 

 

Public hearing – Andy Titus, 14 Pinnacle Drive – asked if this open the door 

to all festivals or just this one event. 

 

Passage 4-1 (Councilor Hayes opposed). A roll call vote was taken. 

 

II. Executive Session 

 Discussion of a personnel matter, pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. Section 405(6)(A). 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine seconded by Councilor Walker to 

enter into executive session to discuss a personnel matter, pursuant to 1 

M.R.S.A. Section 405(6)(A). Passage 5-0, time 5:54 P.M. 

 

Council was declared out of executive session at 7:00 P.M. 

 



III.  Adjournment 

Motion was made by Councilor Walker and seconded by Councilor Gerry to adjourn. 

There were no objections and the meeting adjourned at 7:00 P.M.  
 

A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk 
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This meeting was scheduled for 2/2/2015 but due to inclement weather, was postponed until 

2/9/2015. 
 

Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn Hall 

and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. Councilors Young and Crowley had excused absences. 

All other Councilors were present. 

 

II. Consent Items 

 

5. Order 07-02022015* 

 Setting the date for the Special Municipal Election for the vacant Ward 5 School 

Committee seat as June 9, 2015. 

 
Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

approve the consent item as presented. Passage 5-0. 

 

II.   Minutes   

 January 20, 2015 Regular Council Meeting 
 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

accept the minutes of January 20, 2015 as presented. Passage 5-0. 

 

IV. Reports* 

*For trial period, Council agrees to shift Reports to the last item on the meeting agenda.  To do so, a 

motion should be made "To suspend the rules and move item III. Reports on the agenda to 

immediately after item VIII. Executive Session".  

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Gerry to suspend the 

rules and move item III, Reports on the agenda to immediately after item VIII, Executive 

Session. Passage 5-0. 

 

IV.    Communications, Presentations and Recognitions  

 Community Little Theater Presentation – E. Chris L’Hommedieu presenter 

 LA Arts Presentation – Josh Vink presenter 

 LA Harley and The Wolf Mass Gathering application - was reviewed during the 

workshop  

 Council Meeting Calendar – was reviewed during the workshop 

  



V.     Open Session 
Joe Gray, Sopers Mill Road commented on the Community Little Theater and the vacant 

School Committee seats. 

 

Dan Herrick, 470 Hatch Road commented on the budget, EMS (Emergency Management 

Services), and the Comprehensive Plan. 

 

VI.    Unfinished Business  
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1. Order 06-01202015 

 Approving the proposed amendment to the 2010 Comprehensive Plan’s Land Use 

Plan from Agricultural/Rural to Low Density Residential for the property located 

at 113 Woodbury Road. Public hearing and second reading. 

 

 Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

approve the proposed amendment to the 2010 Comprehensive Plan’s Land Use 

Plan from Agricultural/Rural to Low Density Residential for the property located 

at 113 Woodbury Road. 

 

 Public hearing – Rick Lanman, Auburn Lewiston Airport Manager and Dan 

Herrick, 470 Hatch Road both spoke.  

 

 Passage 4-1 (Councilor Gerry opposed). A roll call vote was taken.  

 

2. Ordinance 01-01202015 

 Adopting the proposed amendment to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 2, 

Administration, Article V, Boards, Commissions and Committees, Division 4, 

Planning Board. Public hearing and second reading. 

 

 Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Lee to 

adopt the proposed amendment to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 2, 

Administration, Article V, Boards, Commissions and Committees, Division 4, 

Planning Board. 

 

 Public hearing – no one from the public spoke. 

 

 Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor LaFontaine to 

amend by restoring the original language under section 2-474. Passage of the 

amendment 5-0. 

 

 Passage of Ordinance 01-01202015 as amended 5-0. A roll call vote was taken. 

 

3. Ordinance 02-01202015 

Adopting the proposed amendment to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 2, 

Administration, Article II, Mayor and City Council, Division 2, Rules of 

Procedure, Section 2-59, Order of Business. Second reading. 



 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Lee to 

adopt the proposed amendment to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 2, 

Administration, Article II, Mayor and City Council, Division 2, Rules of 

Procedure, Section 2-59, Order of Business. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 4-1 (Councilor Walker opposed). A roll call vote was taken. 
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4. Ordinance 04-01262015 

Amending the Code of Ordinances Chapter 14, Article IX - Mass Gatherings, 

section 14-275 – Alcoholic Beverages. Second reading. 
 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 
amend the Code of Ordinances Chapter 14, Article IX - Mass Gatherings, section 

14-275 – Alcoholic Beverages. 
 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Gerry to amend by 

providing a full replacement by redrafting the original version making it easier for 

applicants (a draft copy was handed out). The amendment had no substantive 

changes, but rather format changes which create more of a checklist for applicants. 

The amendment also included 2 minor modifications. 1. On the first line the word 

“of” should be part of the deletion and 2. A colon should follow the word under on 

the second line. 

 

Passage of the amendment 5-0.  

 

Passage of Ordinance 04-01262015 as amended 5-0. A roll call vote was taken. 

 

VII.    New Business  

 

5. Order 08-02022015  
Authorizing the Interim City Manager to execute all documents for a license 

agreement to lease property within the Auburn intermodal terminal. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

authorize the Interim City Manager to execute all documents for a license 

agreement to lease property within the Auburn intermodal terminal. 

 

Public comment – Andy Titus 14 Pinnacle Drive 

 

Passage 4-1 (Councilor Lee was opposed). 

 

6. Ordinance 05-02022015  



Adopting the proposed amendment change to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 

56, Vegetation, Article II – Trees and Shrubs, Section 56.19 - Tree Maintenance. 

Public hearing and first reading. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

adopt the proposed amendment change to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 56, 

Vegetation, Article II – Trees and Shrubs, Section 56.19 - Tree Maintenance. 

 

Public hearing – no one from the public spoke. 
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Failed 3-2 (Councilors Walker and Gerry opposed and 4 affirmative votes are 

required for passage). A roll call vote was taken. 

 

7. Ordinance 06-02022015  
Adopting the proposed amendment change to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 

56, Vegetation, Article II – Trees and Shrubs, Section 56.21 – Shade Trees. Public 

hearing and first reading. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

adopting the proposed amendment change to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 

56, Vegetation, Article II – Trees and Shrubs, Section 56.21 – Shade Trees. 

 

Public hearing-no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 5-0. A roll call vote was taken. 

 

8. Ordinance 07-02022015  
Adopting the proposed ordinance for a Conservation Commission (Part II – Code 

of Ordinance, Chapter 2 – Administration, Article V – Boards, Commissions and 

Committees, Division 5). Public hearing and first reading.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Lee to 

adopt the proposed ordinance for a Conservation Commission (Part II, Code of 

Ordinance, Chapter 2, Administration, Article V – Boards, Commissions and 

Committees, Division 5). 

 

Public hearing – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Failed 3-2 (Councilors Walker and Gerry opposed and 4 affirmative votes are 

required for passage). A roll call vote was taken. 

 

9. Ordinance 08-02022015  
Adopting the proposed amendment change to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 

2 – Administration, Article III – Officers and Employees, Division 7 – Tax 

Assessor, Section 2-256 (a) Powers and Duties. Public hearing and first reading. 

 



Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

adopt the proposed amendment change to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 2 – 

Administration, Article III – Officers and Employees, Division 7 – Tax Assessor, 

Section 2-256 (a) Powers and Duties. 

 

Public hearing – no one from the pubic spoke. 

 

Passage 5-0. A roll call vote was taken. 

 

10. Ordinance 09-02022015  
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Adopting the proposed amendment change to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 

2 – Administration, Article IV – Departments, Division 3 – Finance, Section 2-

359 -Established. Public hearing and first reading. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

adopt the proposed amendment change to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 2 – 

Administration, Article IV – Departments, Division 3 – Finance, Section 2-359 -

Established. 

 

Public hearing – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 5-0. A roll call vote was taken. 

 

11. Order 09-02092015  
Approving the Mass Gathering permit request for LA Harley and The Wolf 

Country Festival to be held August 1, and August 2, 2015 at the Auburn Lewiston 

Airport, pending all Ordinance requirements, applicable department approvals and 

conditions are met. Public hearing. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Lee to 

approve the Mass Gathering permit request for LA Harley and The Wolf Country 

Festival to be held August 1, and August 2, 2015 at the Auburn Lewiston Airport, 

pending all Ordinance requirements, applicable department approvals and 

conditions are met. 

 

Public hearing – Dan Herrick 470 Hatch Road in support, Andy Titus 14 Pinnacle 

Drive in support, and Dean Staffieri (one of the organizers) commented that he 

was hopeful that this will be an ongoing and successful event. 

 

Passage 4-1, Councilor Hayes opposed.  
 

VIII. Executive Session - Discussion regarding labor negotiations (Fire), pursuant to 1 

M.R.S.A. Section 405(6)(D). 

 



 Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to enter 

into executive session regarding labor negotiations (Fire), pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. Section 

405(6)(D). Passage 5-0, time 9:05 PM. 

 

 Council was declared out of executive session at 9:57 PM. 
 

Reports* 

 
Mayor’s Report – No report (the Mayor was not present for this portion of the meeting). 

 

City Manager’s Report – commented on a program offered by the Public Services Department 

called “Sand for Seniors”, and he also advised Council that the Public Services winter  
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maintenance and salt budget is close to being depleted due to the number of recent storms. 

He would like to request money from the emergency reserve fund at the next meeting.   
 

 Committee and City Councilor Reports 

 

Councilor Hayes – reported that the Airport restaurant will be opening on the 24
th
 of the month, 

and in the terminal, a conference room was going to be upgraded with furniture for small group 

meetings. 

 

Councilor LaFontaine – reported on the School Committee and the National Science Foundation 

has funded a project designed to close the gap between research and practice in Math and STEM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) activities in the schools and Auburn was selected 

as one of three nationwide sites to participate in this grant. The school is also considering placing 

a sign somewhere in the community and they are hoping that the city will partner in that process. 

She also commented on the upcoming Farmers Market that will be held at the Library Friday, 

February 27th.      

 

Councilor Lee – reported on the recent LAEGC meeting and stated that he would be sharing with 

Council a document that was provided by John Holden, LAEGC President. He also reported that 

the Business to Business trade show will be held on June 18
th
 and the annual dinner will be held 

on May 7th. He stated that it would be nice to hold a joint meeting with Lewiston to discuss the 

Bike-Ped Committee. 

 

Councilor Walker – submitted a written report which has been placed on file. 

 

Councilor Gerry – reported on the upcoming meetings of the LATC (Lewiston Auburn 

Transportation Center), and the Citizens Advisory Committee. 

 

X. Adjournment – Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

adjourn.  All were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 10:10 PM. 

 

  

A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk 
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn Hall 

and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. Councilor Lee arrived at 8:20 P.M. All other 

Councilors were present. 

 

III. Consent Items  

 

6. Order 10-02172015* 

Approving the temporary sign request for the Kora Shriners for the 2015 circus to be held 

in April. 

 

7. Order 11-02172015* 

Confirming the appointment of Sean Scully as Constable without a firearm as a process 

server.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to accept 

the consent item as presented. Passage 6-0. 

 

II.  Minutes - January 26, 2015 Special Council Meeting 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to accept 

the minutes of January 26, 2015 as presented. Passage 5-0-1 (Councilor Crowley 

abstained as she was not present at that meeting). 

 

III.   Communications, Presentations and Recognitions  

 Recognition - Auburn Wellness Team  

  

IV.     Open Session – No one from the public spoke 

 

V.    Unfinished Business  

 

12. Ordinance 05-02022015  
Adopting the proposed amendment change to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 56, 

Vegetation, Article II – Trees and Shrubs, Section 56.19 - Tree Maintenance. Second 

reading. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

adopt the proposed amendment change to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 56, 

Vegetation, Article II – Trees and Shrubs, Section 56.19 - Tree Maintenance. 

 

Public comment - no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 6-0. A roll call vote was taken. 

 

13. Ordinance 06-02022015  
Adopting the proposed amendment change to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 56, 

Vegetation, Article II – Trees and Shrubs, Section 56.21 – Shade Trees. Second 

reading. 
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Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

adopt the proposed amendment change to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 56, 

Vegetation, Article II – Trees and Shrubs, Section 56.21 – Shade Trees. 

 

Public comment - no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 6-0. A roll call vote was taken. 

 

14. Ordinance 07-02022015  
Adopting the proposed ordinance for a Conservation Commission (Part II – Code of 

Ordinance, Chapter 2 – Administration, Article V – Boards, Commissions and 

Committees, Division 5). Second reading.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

adopt the proposed ordinance for a Conservation Commission (Part II, Code of 

Ordinance, Chapter 2 – Administration, Article V – Boards, Commissions and 

Committees, Division 5). 

 

Public comment - no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 5-1 (Councilor Walker opposed). A roll call vote was taken. 

 

15. Ordinance 08-02022015  
Adopting the proposed amendment change to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 2 – 

Administration, Article III – Officers and Employees, Division 7 – Tax Assessor, 

Section 2-256 (a) Powers and Duties. Second reading. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

adopt the proposed amendment change to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 2 – 

Administration, Article III – Officers and Employees, Division 7 – Tax Assessor, 

Section 2-256 (A) Powers and Duties. 

 

Public comment - no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 6-0. A roll call vote was taken. 

 

16. Ordinance 09-02022015  
Adopting the proposed amendment change to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 2 – 

Administration, Article IV – Departments, Division 3 – Finance, Section 2-359 -

Established. Second reading. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

adopt the proposed amendment change to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 2 – 

Administration, Article IV – Departments, Division 3 – Finance, Section 2-359 - 

Established. 

 

Public comment - no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 6-0. A roll call vote was taken. 
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VI.    New Business  

 

17. Order 12-02172015 

Adopting the lead loan guidelines as recommended by Community Development 

staff.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

adopt the lead loan guidelines as recommended by the Community Development 

staff. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 6-0. 

 

18. Order 13-02172015 

Adopting the 2014 New Auburn Village Center Plan as an amendment to the 

2010 Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

adopt the 2014 New Auburn Village Center Plan as an amendment to the 2010 

Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 4-1-1 (Councilor Gerry opposed and Councilor Hayes abstained). 

 

19.  Order 14-02172015 

Approve funding $250,000 to implement a portion of the Comprehensive Plan, 

specifically design and permitting of the New Auburn Riverway Road.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

approve funding $250,000 to implement a portion of the Comprehensive Plan, 

specifically design and permitting of the New Auburn Riverway Road. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 5-1 (Councilor Crowley opposed).  

 

20. Order 15-02172015 

Approve funding $12,691 to LA Arts. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Young to 

approve funding $12,691 to LA Arts. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Hayes and seconded by Councilor Crowley to 

amend by reducing the amount to $8,500. 
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Motion by Councilor Hayes and seconded by Councilor Crowley to further amend 

with the funding to be taken out of the Economic Development consulting 

services budget. 

 

Motion on the amendment to the amendment (for the funding to be taken out of 

the Economic Development consulting services budget) failed 2-4 (Councilors 

Young, LaFontaine, Walker, and Gerry opposed). 

 

Motion on the original amendment (to reduce the amount from $12,691 to $8,500) 

failed 2-4 (Councilors Young, Crowley, LaFontaine, and Gerry opposed). 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

postpone allowing time for the City Manager provide funding alternatives. 

Passage 4-2 (Councilors Young and Gerry opposed). 

 

21. Ordinance 10-02172015 

Adopting additional language to the Code of Ordinances Chapter 14, Article IX - 

Mass Gatherings, under section 14-251 (e) (22). Public hearing and first reading.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor Hayes and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

adopt additional language to the Code of Ordinances Chapter 14, Article IX - 

Mass Gatherings, under section 14-251 (e) (22) as proposed. 

 

Public hearing - no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 4-1 (Councilor Crowley opposed). A roll call vote was taken. 

 

22. Order 16-02172015 

Authorize the City Manager to fund the Public Services department with an 

additional $150,000 from the Emergency Reserve Account.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor Walker and seconded by Councilor Crowley to 

authorize the City Manager to fund the Public Services department with an 

additional $150,000 from the Emergency Reserve Account. 

 

Public comment - no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 6-0. 

 

VII. Reports  

Mayor’s Report – discussed scheduling time to talk about the State budget and City impacts, 

funding LA Arts, and a multi page report he is working on regarding economic development. 

 

City Councilors’ Reports 
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Councilor LaFontaine – on programs offered at the Auburn Public Library, she has been 

attending the Lewiston Auburn Public Health ad-hoc committee, and recommended adding 

signage to the joint workshop with the School Department. 

 

Councilor Crowley – thanked all of the emergency preparedness personnel for readying the 

community for the blizzard that was expected to hit, congratulated Mechanic Savings Bank 

for 140 years of service in the Community. They are now in the process of renovating and 

merging with Biddeford Savings Bank, she spoke about today being Fat Tuesday and talked 

about Mardi Gras, visiting hours at the Library, National Heart Month, Wear Red Day, dates 

to watch, budget workshops, Lewiston Auburn Public Health Committee/ad-hoc committee. 

 

City Manager Report – recognized resident Debbie Berry who has been tying mittens, hats, 

and scarves around light poles for citizens who may not have those items, the Edward Little 

High School Class A boys and girls basket ball teams are playing in Bangor on Tuesday. He 

encouraged people to attend if they are able as a show of support. He has requested a meeting 

with MDOT Commissioner Bernhardt on the New Auburn Bridge and the Intermodal facility 

at the Airport, he thanked Public Service staff for keeping roads clear, he is still researching 

the issue brought forward by Dan Herrick at the last Council meeting regarding residents 

billed by EMS (Emergency Management Services) in error, and there will be a Joint School 

and City meeting Monday, February 23rd to discuss CIP (Capital Improvement Plan). 

 

Finance Director, Jill Eastman – January 2015 Monthly Finance Report 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Crowley to accept 

and place on file the January 2015 Monthly Finance report. Passage 7-0. 

 

VIII.   Open Session (taken out of order) – No one from the public spoke  

  

IX.  Executive Session - Discussion regarding labor negotiations (Fire), pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. 

Section 405(6)(D). 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to enter into 

executive session regarding labor negotiations (Fire), pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. 405(6)(D). 

Passage 5-1-1 (Councilor Crowley opposed and Councilor Walker was not in the room for 

the vote). Time 8:27 P.M. 

 

Council was declared out of Executive Session at 9:33 P.M.       

 

X. Adjournment – Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor 

Young with a unanimous vote to adjourn. Time 9:33 P.M. 

 

A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk 
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:08 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn Hall 

and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. All Councilors were present. 



 

The Mayor asked that Council take item 3 out of order to address first on the agenda. There were no 

objections from Council. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to enter into 

executive session to review and discuss an examination conducted by the City for licensing purposes 

pursuant to 1 M.R.S. § 405 (6) (G). Passage 7-0, 7:10 PM. 

 

Council was declared temporarily out of executive session at 8:02 PM and will resume the executive 

session at approximately 8:30 PM. 

 

IV. Consent Items - None 

 

II.   Minutes   

 February 9, 2015 Regular Council Meeting 

 February 17, 2015 Regular Council Meeting 
 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

accept the minutes of February 9, 2015 and February 17, 2015 as presented.  

Passage 6-0-1 (Councilor Lee abstained). 

 

III.    Communications, Presentations and Recognitions - None 

 

IV.     Open Session 

 

 Dan Herrick, 470 Hatch Road on tax acquired properties, the Agricultural Resource 

Protection Zone, Emergency Management Service transport issue. 

 Clem Clements, 28 First Street, Lewiston with positive comments on the Norway 

Savings Bank Arena and the tournaments that are taking place. 

 

V.    Unfinished Business  
 

1. Ordinance 10-02172015 

Adopting additional language to the Code of Ordinances Chapter 14, Article IX - 

Mass Gatherings, under section 14-251 (e) (22). Second reading.  

 

Motion by Councilor Crowley seconded by Councilor Hayes to table this to the end 

of this meeting. Passage 4-3 (Councilors Hayes, LaFontaine, and Lee opposed). 

 

2. Order 15-02172015 

Approve funding $12,691 to LA Arts.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor Gerry and seconded by Councilor Crowley to table 

this item to end of meeting. Passage 6-1 (Councilor Lee opposed). 
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V.    New Business  

 



3. Order 18-03022015 

 Approve consolidating to one voting place for the June 9, 2015 election (pending a 

statewide election on the same date). Public hearing. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor LaFontaine for 

passage of Order 18-03022015 as presented.  

 

Public hearing – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 4-3 (Councilors Crowley, Walker, and Gerry opposed).  

 

4. Order 19-03022015 

Appointing Board and Committee members.  

Council may enter into executive session, pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405(6)(A). 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor LaFontaine to 

postpone this item to the March 16, 2015 Council meeting. Passage 7-0. 

 

5. Order 20-03022015 

Authorizing the agreement to share health officer services with Lisbon. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Crowley to 

authorize the agreement to share health officer services with Lisbon. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 6-1 (Councilor Walker opposed). 

 

6. Order 21-03022015 

Authorizing the reallocation of bonds in the amount of $350,000 for the repurposing 

of Ingersoll Arena. Public hearing and first reading. Council may enter into 

executive Session regarding a real estate matter, pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405(6) 

(C). 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

authorize the reallocation of bonds in the amount of $350,000 for the repurposing of 

Ingersoll Arena. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

enter into executive session pursuant to 1 MRSA Sec. 405 (6) (C). Passage 5-2 

(Councilors Walker and Crowley opposed), 8:22 PM. 

 

Council was declared out of executive session at 8:29 PM. 

 

Public hearing - no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage of order 21-03022015 as presented, 7-0. A roll call vote was taken. 
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Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Lee to 

resume the earlier executive session to review and discuss an examination conducted  



by the City for licensing purposes pursuant to 1 M.R.S. § 405 (6) (G). Passage 7-0, 

8:31 PM. 

 

Council was declared out of executive session at 9:02 PM. 

  

7. Order 17-03022015 

Potential suspension or revocation of combined massage establishment/massage 

therapist license of Chinese Massage and Body Work, Inc.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Crowley to 

revoke the massage establishment license issued to Chinese Massage and Body 

Work, Inc. Passage 6-0-1 (Councilor Walker abstained). 

 

VIII. Executive Session - Discussion regarding labor negotiations (Fire), pursuant to 1 

M.R.S.A. Section 405(6)(D). 

 

 Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to enter 

into executive session regarding labor negotiations (Fire), pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. Section 

405(6)(D). Passage 6-1 (Councilor Crowley opposed), time 9:08 PM. 

 

 Council was declared out of executive session at 9:15 PM. 
 

Reports* 

 
Mayor’s Report – no report  

 

City Councilors’ Reports  

              

Councilor Walker - submitted a written report which has been placed on file 

Councilor Gerry – reported that she was unable to attend the Auburn Housing Authority 

meeting last week as she was sick 

Councilor Crowley – reported on the Auburn Sewerage District (also submitted a written 

copy which has been placed on file), discussed their budget, hydrant maintenance, ASD 

Trustee Jeff Preble’s term has expired and he will not be re-applying, CSO Master plan 5 

year update, RFQ for team building and leadership development, Sewer tip of the month –

flooding basements, Auburn Water District Report (also submitted a written copy which has 

been placed on file), Water District budget, slow flowing water lines to prevent freezing, 

mortgage on the Brackett House, FOAA fees, purchase of trucks, Recreation and Special 

Events Advisory Board, business plan repurposing Ingersoll Arena, the mission statement of 

the board, special events under recreation or economic and community development, Ward 1 

report, thanked Alfreda Fournier for photos, working with Chris Langis (School Committee) 

regarding communications, dates to watch, Dinny Sullivan Day - A Salute to Neighborhood 

Businesses. 

Councilor Young – no report 

Councilor Hayes – no report 

Councilor LaFontaine – no report 
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Councilor Lee – no report 
 



City Manager’s Report – no report 

 

IX. Open Session – no one from the public spoke 

  

Ordinance 10-02172015 

Adopting additional language to the Code of Ordinances Chapter 14, Article IX - 

Mass Gatherings, under section 14-251 (e) (22). Second reading. This item was 

tabled earlier on in the meeting. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Lee to adopt 

additional language to the Code of Ordinances Chapter 14, Article IX - Mass 

Gatherings, under section 14-251 (e) (22) as presented. 

 

Public hearing - no one from the public spoke.  

 

Passage 6-1 (Councilor Crowley opposed). 

 

Order 15-02172015 

Approve funding $12,691 to LA Arts. This item was tabled earlier on in the meeting.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Lee to 

approve funding $12,691 to LA Arts. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Gerry to 

enter into executive session regarding a personnel matter, pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. 

Section 405(6)(D). Passage 4-3 (Councilors Crowley, Walker, and Hayes 

opposed), 9:35 PM. Council was declared out of executive session at 9:44 PM. 

 

Motion to approve funding $12,691 to LA Arts failed 3-4 (Councilors Crowley, 

Hayes, Walker, and Gerry opposed). 
  

X. Adjournment – Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor 

Walker to adjourn.  All were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 9:59 PM. 

 

  

A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk 
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:09 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn Hall 

and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. Councilor LaFontaine had an excused absence. All 

other Councilors were present. 

 

V. Consent Items  

 

1. Order 22-03162015 

Appointing the Registration Appeals Board members. 

 



Motion was made by Councilor Hayes and seconded by Councilor Walker to approve the 

one consent item, Order 22-03162015 as presented. Passage 6-0. 

 

II.  Minutes - March 2, 2015 Regular Council Meeting 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Walker to accept 

the minutes of March 2, 2015 as presented. Passage 6-0. 

 

III.   Communications, Presentations and Recognitions  

Lewiston Auburn Economic Growth Council - postponed to April. 

  

IV.     Open Session – Bruce Bickford, Resident of 64 Cameron Lane, State Representative District 

63, and Taxation Committee member. Mr. Bickford provided Council with an update on the 

Governors taxation plan. 
 

V.    Unfinished Business  
 

8. Order 19-03022015 

Appointing Board and Committee members.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Walker to postpone this 

item to the April 6, 2015 meeting. Passage 6-0.  

 

9. Order 21-03022015 

Authorizing the reallocation of bonds in the amount of $350,000 for the repurposing of 

Ingersoll Arena. Second reading. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Crowley authorizing the 

reallocation of bonds in the amount of $350,000 for the repurposing of Ingersoll Arena. 

 

Public comment - no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 6-0. A roll call vote was taken. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Hayes and seconded by Councilor Lee to suspend the rules and 

reconsider the vote on Order 15-02172015 for funding LA Arts. Passage 4-2 (Councilors Gerry 

and Walker opposed).  
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Motion was made by Councilor Hayes and seconded by Councilor Lee to amend the language 

of the original order by changing the amount of funding from $12,691 to $8,000 for work 

accomplished this budget year to date and that funding be appropriated from the Economic 

Development Consulting line of the FY2015 budget.  

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 5-1 (Councilor Gerry opposed). 

 



VI.    New Business  

 

10. Order 23-03162015 

Authorizing the funding for the Downtown Transportation Center (DATC) related design 

and construction costs. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Gerry and seconded by Councilor Crowley to postpone 

to the next available meeting after more discussion. 

Motion failed 2-4 (Councilors Young, Crowley, Hayes, and Lee opposed). 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Hayes to approve Order 

23-03162015 authorizing the funding for the Downtown Transportation Center (DATC) 

related design and construction costs as presented. 

 

Public comment - Andy Titus 14 Pinnacle Drive  

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Crowley to postpone to 

the April 6, 2015 meeting. Passage 5-1 (Councilor Hayes opposed). 

 

VII. Executive Session  

 Discussion regarding a real estate matter, pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. Section 405(6) (C). 

This item was taken up at the end of the workshop. Motion was made by Councilor 

Lee and seconded by Councilor Walker to enter into executive session  for discussion 

regarding a real estate matter, pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. Section 405(6) (C). Passage 5-

1 (Councilor Crowley opposed). Time 6:29.Council was declared out of executive 

session at 7:09 PM. 

 

 Discussion regarding labor negotiations, pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. Section 405(6) (D). 

The executive session was not needed. 

 

 Discussion regarding economic development, pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. Section 405(6) 

(C). The executive session was not needed.  

 

VIII. Reports  

Mayor’s Report – reported on a meeting with the Economic Development leaders of Poland 

regarding Economic Development opportunities in Auburn and Poland (April 2 at 7:00 at the 

airport), there has also been interest from Oxford County communities, he also  

reported on the passenger rail and an article in the newspaper where comments were  
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made that the Mayor of Auburn did not weigh in. He communicated that the reason for that 

was because he was not asked, and Auburn wasn’t engaged.  

            City Councilors’ Reports   

Councilor Lee - the Citizens Advisory Committee meeting is scheduled for 3/17/15.  

Councilor Walker - submitted a written report that will be placed on file.  



Councilor Gerry - no report. 

Councilor Hayes - no report. 

Councilor Young - no report. 

Councilor Crowley - submitted a written report which will be placed on file. She thanked 

volunteers for Dinny Sullivan Day – Salute to neighborhood businesses, next year it will be 

held on Saturday March 12th, this will be the 5th year for this event and it is the 104th birthday 

of Girl Scouts, visiting hours, LAEGC is hosting a meeting Tuesday March 31st and people 

are encouraged to attend, a downtown neighborhood meeting is coming up, she wants to 

encourage residents to become engaged with City budget discussions, she commented on 

speed and safety of roads, encouraged residents to use request it report it feature, she thanked 

finance director for posting the financial reports on the website, she said she was delighted to 

hear that we are reaching out to Poland and Oxford County, and she wished everyone a 

happy Easter.  

   

City Manager Report – thanked Councilor Crowley and various staff members for their part 

with the Dinny Sullivan Day event, he reported that the school and city budget presentations 

would take place next week 3/23/15, updated Council on an issue that has come up with 

Health and Human Services and families seeking asylum. Dot Meagher will bring this 

forward at an upcoming workshop, he also commented on the upcoming meeting with the 

Town of Poland, and upcoming meetings to be held by AVCOG and the Maine Department 

of Transportation on future transportation needs. They will be taking public comments. 

 

     Finance Director, Jill Eastman – February 2015 Monthly Finance Report 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Hayes to accept and 

place on file the February 2015 monthly Finance Report. Passage 6-0. 

IX.       Open Session     
Joe Gray, Sopers Mill Road regarding taxes (1.8% increase), Community Little Theater and 

the development in the downtown area, Agricultural Zone and the 50% rule, the Norway 

Savings Bank Arena shortfall, and commented on Council reports and nothing being reported 

on the railroad, airport, and Great Falls TV. 

 

Andy Titus, 14 Pinnacle Drive had a suggestion to recommend budget changes during the 

workshop.  

 

Alfreda Fournier, 43 Davis Avenue, praised Councilors Walker and Crowley for the Dinny 

Sullivan Day event and gave thanks to the Public Works Department for a job well done this 

past winter.  
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X. Adjournment – Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Walker 

with a unanimous vote to adjourn. Time 8:19 P.M. 

 

A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk 
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Councilor Lee called the meeting to order at 7:03 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn Hall 

and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. Mayor LaBonté had an excused absence. All 

Councilors were present.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Young to elect 

Councilor Lee to serve as Mayor Pro Tempore in the absence of Mayor LaBonté. Passage 6-1 

(Councilor Lee opposed).  

 

VI. Consent Items  

 

11. Order 24-04062015* 

Approving the temporary sign request for Safe Voices. 

 

12. Order 25-04062015* 

Approving the temporary sign request for Auburn Business Association. 

 

13. Order 26-04062015* 

Approving the temporary sign request for Park Avenue Elementary School (Spring 

Fest and Auction event). 

 

14. Order 27-04062015* 

Accepting the transfer of Forfeiture Asset (Leslie Scott and Robert Scott). 

 

15. Order 28-04062015*  

 Setting the time to open the polls for the June 9, 2015 Election.  

 

 Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

accept all 5 consent items as presented. Passage 7-0. 

 

II.   Minutes   

 March 16, 2015 Regular Council Meeting 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

accept the minutes of March 16, 2015 as presented. Passage 7-0. 

 

III.    Communications, Presentations and Recognitions  

 Lewiston-Auburn Economic Growth Council – John Holden  

 

IV.     Open Session 

 

 Larry Pelletier, 129 Second Street spoke in support of the school budget and doesn’t 

want to see their budget cut. 

 

 Joshua Howe, 156 Davis Avenue spoke in support of the school budget and doesn’t want 

to see their budget cut. 
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Bruce Bickford, 64 Cameron Lane, on funding agencies (Economic Development). 

 

Tracey Corey, 21 Fern St spoke in support of the school budget. 

 

Barry Skilling, 1425 Riverside Drive, commented on the workshop topic regarding 

storing poles, and also commented on the city and school budgets, and stated that now is 

the time to make road repairs while fuel prices are down.  

 

Mike Davis, 21 Huston Avenue spoke in support of the school budget and he doesn’t 

want to see their budget cut. 

 

Dan Herrick, 470 Hatch Road, commented on the Animal Control Officer and he would 

like to see it put back in the budget. 

 

V.    Unfinished Business  

 

1. Order 19-03022015 

Appointing Board and Committee members.  

Council may enter into executive session, pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405(6)(A). 

 

 Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor LaFontaine to    

enter into Executive Session pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405(6)(A). Passage 7-0, time  

7:41. 

 

Council was declared out of Executive Session at 8:07 P.M. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

appoint Board and Committee members as follows: 

 

Charles Morrison – Cable TV Advisory Board, term expiration 1/1/2017 

Edward Desgrosseilliers  – Cable TV Advisory Board, term expiration 1/1/2017 

Stanwood Gray – Cable TV Advisory Board, term expiration 1/1/2017 

Daniel Philbrick – Planning Board, term expiration 1/1/2018 

Evan Cyr – Planning Board, term expiration 1/1/2018 

Susan Patneaude – Recreation and Special Events Advisory Board, term expiration 

1/1/2017 

Dana Staples – Recreation and Special Events Advisory Board, term expiration 

1/1/2017 

Robert Cavanagh – Auburn Sewerage District, term expiration 3/1/2019 

Preston Chapman – Auburn Water District, term expiration 3/1/2019 

Lane Feldman – Zoning Board of Appeals, term expiration 10/01/2018 

Kenneth Sonogere – Zoning Board of Appeals, term expiration 10/01/2018 

Elizabeth Shardlow – Zoning Board of Appeals, term expiration 10/01/2018 

 

Passage 6-0-1 (Councilor Crowley abstained). 

 

2. Order 23-03162015 
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Authorizing the funding for the Downtown Transportation Center (DATC) related 

design and construction costs (specifically Great Falls Plaza Lot 5 footings). 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

authorize the funding for the Downtown Transportation Center (DATC) related 

design and construction costs (specifically Great Falls Plaza Lot 5 footings). Passage 

7-0. 

 

V.    New Business  

 

3. Order 29-04062015 

Authorizing the funding for the Downtown Transportation Center (DATC) related 

design and construction costs (alternates 1-5 and utilities). 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

authorize the funding for the Downtown Transportation Center (DATC) related 

design and construction costs (alternates 1-5 and utilities) with a friendly 

amendment to correct a typographical error (Alternate 3 notes 1,000 square feet but 

should read 100 square feet). 

 

Public comment – No one from the public spoke.  

 

Passage 7-0. 

 

4. Public Hearing on CDBG’s Consolidated Plan and Annual Action Plan/Budget. 

 

Public comment: Camille Parish 42 Lake Street – stated that she was thankful for 

inclusion of garden spots in the CDBG budget.  

 

5. Order 30-04062015 

Approving the Public Services Labor Contract. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to  

approve the Public Services labor contract as presented. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 7-0. 

 

6. Order 31-04062015 

Rescinding the 2004 Bond Order for the Great Falls Plaza Parking Garage. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Crowley. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. 
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Passage 7-0. 

 

7. Ordinance 11-04062015 

Adopting the proposed ordinance language to Chapter 2, Administration, Article VI, 

Finance, Division 1, Generally, Sec. 2-487, Bond Authorization. Public hearing and 

first reading. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Gerry 

to adopt the proposed ordinance language to Chapter 2, Administration, Article VI, 

Finance, Division 1, Generally, Sec. 2-487, Bond Authorization with a friendly 

amendment to change the use of the word “when” to “on which”.  

 

Sec. 2-487 – Bond Authorization 

All bond authorization orders shall include a date on which the authorization is 

automatically cancelled if the bonds have not been issued. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 7-0. 

 

8. Order 32-04062015 

Approving the addendum to the current Fire Contract (EMS). 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

approve the addendum to the current Fire Contract (EMS). 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 5-2 (Councilors Crowley and Gerry opposed). 

 

VIII. Executive Session - None 

 

Reports* 

 

Mayor’s Report - no report  

 

City Councilors’ Reports  

  
Councilor Hayes submitted a written report (Airport Board) which has been placed on file.             

Councilor Crowley gave her Sewer tip of the month (avoid flushing items not designed to be 

flushed, clean drains once a week), visiting hours at the Library, April is Autism Awareness 

month, Tuesday April 7th there will be a Public Input Session held regarding yard sales, 

garage sales, and flea market ordinances.  

Councilor Lafontaine announced that The School Department will be holding a Community 

Conversation meeting on April 16, 2015 at 6pm at Auburn Middle School to discuss the  

budget, a job fair is to be held on April 10th at Central Maine Community College. There are  
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approximately 1200 job openings, and the Lewiston Auburn Transit Committee is providing 

free bus transportation to the job fair.  

Councilor Lee reported on the Bike–Ped Committee Lisbon Street recommendation, and 

encouraged folks to go to Lewiston Council Meeting on Tuesday to provide input. 

Councilor Gerry announced that on April 9th LATC will hold its monthly meeting at Auburn 

Hall at noon in the Community Room. 

Councilor Walker reported that the Auburn-Lewiston Airport will be meeting tomorrow 

morning, and folks are encouraged to attend the meeting (to discuss their budget). 

Councilor Young – no report. 

 

City Manager reported on upcoming meetings/workshops, the budget schedule, 4/22 is the 

next School Committee meeting and Council will be invited to attend to hear their budget 

discussion, 4/27 police, public services, and fire budgets will be presented, he thanked the 

Recreation Department for the Easter egg hunt that was held over the weekend, and the South 

Main Street project will enter into Phase 2 and will start in the late spring or early summer.            

 

IX. Open Session  

  
Katy Grondin, 261 Beech Hill Road and School Superintendant, addressed Councilor 

Walkers comment regarding health insurance and stated that they are always looking for 

ways to reduce their health insurance costs. She also mentioned that there will be a $300,000 

savings on their expenditure line this year for health insurance for the School Department.  

 

Joe Gray, Sopers Mill Road, commented that the City does not seem to be coordinated when 

coming up with sidewalk figures, he commented on using CDBG funds for recreation 

scholarships, and on Council voting in favor of the labor contracts. He stated that Council 

needs to set priorities and cannot fund everything. He added that School is a priority. He also 

mentioned that the 1.8% increase is an ordinance, not a pie in the sky number and this is in 

place to protect our older residents who are just as important as the kids. 

 

Jim Berube, 45 Rosewood Road supports both the school and city budgets and said he is 

trying to get a better understanding of the budget. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Walker and seconded by Councilor LaFontaine to 

suspend the rules and vote on workshop item D a Resolve regarding the Downtown 

Passenger Rail Study. Passage 6-1 (Councilor Crowley opposed). 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Walker and seconded by Councilor LaFontaine to 

adopt a Resolve # 01-04062015 regarding the Downtown Passenger Rail Study as 

follows: 

 

WHEREAS, the 1998 Auburn Downtown Action Plan for Tomorrow (ADAPT) identified a 

preferred location for a rail platform/station within Great Falls Plaza area in conjunction 

with a hotel development.  The platform/station was to be developed to provide integration of 

transportation at the site including automobile access and parking, bus/trolley service, taxis, 

bicycle access and storage and pedestrian access; and 
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WHEREAS, other agencies funded by the City of Auburn pursued as passenger intermodal 

facility at the Auburn Lewiston Airport, conducting an Environmental Assessment in 2006,  

 

with a focus on serving intercity bus service, a need soon to be met by the construction of a 

passenger terminal by Maine DOT for buses at Exit 75; and 

 

WHEREAS, the 2007 economic analysis of bringing the passenger services to the Auburn 

Lewiston Airport over downtown stated that there would be no substantial impacts on 

minorities or low-income populations, despite up to 50% of downtown households being 

without vehicles and unemployment rates among the immigrant population being higher than 

the population at large.  In addition, that analysis concluded that “downtown business 

districts are not likely to be directly affected,” demonstrating that services needed to be 

directed where they could impact downtown business and residential districts; and 

 

WHEREAS, In 2012, Maine DOT conducted the Portland North Study as part of a New Starts 

Transportation Grant from the Federal Transportation Administration, a study that focused 

on congestion mitigation; this new study will address a broader set of considerations to 

include land use, economic development, the environment, congestion mitigation, and 

economic opportunity for lower income individuals; and  

 

WHEREAS, passenger rail can be an added stimulus for mixed use economic development, 

as well as a convenient mode for leisure and business travel; and 

 

WHEREAS, In January of 2013, the Auburn Council, along with counterparts in Portland 

and Lewiston passed a shared resolve on making transit service connections including 

focusing on helping “employment, medical and entertainment opportunities” in addition to 

addressing “sustainable practices that enhances livability in all three communities.” 

 

WHEREAS the Fiscal Year 2014 Annual budget resolve noting passenger rail service to the 

downtown as a priority for the City; and 

 

WHEREAS, the 127th Maine Legislature is considering action that would advance passenger 

rail service planning to Lewiston-Auburn from Portland; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, the City of Auburn hereby expresses the intent to work with the City of 

Lewiston and the necessary regional, state and federal partners, with a particular focus on 

private investors and nearby property owners, to explore the transportation advantages, 

related economic possibilities and financial implications of restoring scheduled passenger 

rail service to the Cities in accordance with the following: 

 

The City Council directs all of its transportation agencies (Auburn Lewiston Airport, 

Lewiston Auburn Railroad Company, Androscoggin Transportation Resource Center) to 

affirm through board resolve, or through the re-alignment of necessary policy documents, 

within 90 days their support for downtown passenger rail service in Lewiston-Auburn.  This 

will ensure one, consistent voice for Auburn and Lewiston 

 

The City Council commits to identifying local funding, along with Lewiston, as a match 

towards drawing down state investment in such a planning study.  Local funds may include,  
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but aren’t limited to, use of planning funds allocated to Lewiston-Auburn through the 

Androscoggin Transportation Resource Center, funding from the Cities shared Lewiston- 

 

Auburn Railroad Company fund balance, or Auburn’s Downtown Tax Increment Finance 

Development Program account. 

 

Passage 6-1 (Councilor Crowley opposed). 
  

X. Adjournment – Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor 

Walker to adjourn.  All were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 9:07 PM. 

  

 

 

A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk 
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:15 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn 

Hall and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. Councilor LaFontaine had an excused 

absence. All other Councilors were present.  

 

VII. Consent Items  

 No Consent items 

II.   Minutes   

 April 6, 2015 Regular Council Meeting 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Hayes and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

accept the minutes of April 6, 2015 as presented. Passage 6-0. 

 

VIII. Communications, Presentations and Recognitions  

 

 Blue Star Flag Presentation – Chief Frank Roma introduced the program.  

 

o Mayor LaBonté presented Brian Martin, Auburn Fire Fighter and 

EMT, with a certificate and blue star flag. On April 27
th

, Brian will be 

deploying to the Middle East with his unit the 439
th

 Aero-Medical 

Evacuation Squadron in support of Operation Freedom Sentinal. 

 

o Mayor LaBonté presented Scott and Nancy O’Brien, parents of Chris 

O’Brien, with a certificate and blue star flag. Chris is currently a  

Specialist serving with Bravo Company One 505
th

 Parachute Infantry 

Regiman, Third Brigade, Combat Team of the 82
nd

 Airborne Division 

in Iraq.  

 



 Proposed Tactical New Urbanist Projects – Eric Cousens – moved to 

workshop 

 

IV.     Open Session – Members of the public are invited to speak to the Council about any 

issue directly related to City business which is not on this agenda. 

 

Larry P. Morrisette, 46 High Street spoke about Child Abuse and Child Abuse 

Awareness month in Maine. 

 

 Dr. Susan Stanford, 33 Goff Street spoke about her taxes and the impact it will have on 

her if they are raised.  

 

V.    Unfinished Business  

 

1. Ordinance 11-04062015 

Adopting the proposed ordinance language to Chapter 2, Administration, Article VI, 

Finance, Division I, Generally, Sec. 2-487, Bond Authorization. Public hearing and 

second reading.  
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Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Gerry. Public hearing - 

no one from the public spoke. Passage 6-0. A roll call vote was taken. 

 

VII.    New Business – No new business 

 

VIII. Reports 

 

Mayor’s Report – Commented on the City of Auburn taking a position in support on the 

Passenger railway. The Mayor had an opportunity to meet with Francois Robello, the lead 

developer of the proposed project, along with residents in the Province of Quebec and the 

Montreal business community that have a strong interest in seeing the Montreal to Boston 

connection made. Last week he met with Howard, Dick Trafton and John Holden to talk about 

the Lewiston/Auburn Railroad Company to discuss the role the railroad company could have in 

passenger rail service. He also commented on the meeting with Poland Officials around 

Economic Development. There is interest with the Poland Selectman to have a joint committee 

to talk about shared interests. 

 

Councilor Walker – Announced that United New Auburn Association has a meeting at Rolly’s 

Diner on Tuesday, April 28
th

 and on May 2
nd ,   

at 1:00 PM there will be an egg hunt at Walton 

School; the Neighborhood Watch meeting is 6:00 PM, Thursday, April 23
rd

 at the Tailgate 

Gourmet. 

 

Councilor Hayes – Commented on the Airport Meeting being held at 8:30 AM, Wednesday, 

April 22 at Lewiston City Hall. 

 

Councilor Crowley – Commented on Auburn Sewer and Water District meetings. In her Ward 1 

she discussed General Assistance program not now being available for certain groups of people.  



Dates to watch, Thursday, April 23
rd

  is take your daughter or son to work day; Thursday there 

will be regular visiting hours from 5-7 at the Library; April is Autism Awareness Month; Friday, 

April 24
th

 the Recreation Advisory Committee and City Council will be having a groundbreaking 

ceremony at noon at Pettengill Park for the Ingersoll Turf Facility; Saturday, April 25
th

 the 

community take back medicine program at Bedard Medical; Saturday, May 2
nd

 there will be a 

May Day celebration at Walton Elementary from 1-3; Sunday, May 3
rd

  is the Empty Bowl 

Supper at the Unitarian Universalist Church, on the corner of Pleasant and Elm Street. Councilor 

Crowley commented on cable television and Great Falls TV, data and income levels that she 

requested for all of Auburn, and calls and e-mail regarding the budget.  

 

Councilor Young – No report 

 

City Manager Report – The City Manager wanted to thank Auburn, Superintendent of Schools, 

Katy Grondin for organizing the community conversation that took place Thursday at the Middle 

School, commented on budget process, Airport Board meeting taking place April 22
nd

, wanted to 

remind the public that the Auburn School Board would be holding their budget meeting on April 

22
nd

 at 7 pm and the City Council and public are invited to attend. Commented on downtown 

Auburn Transportation Center, groundbreaking at Ingersoll, next Monday a City Council 

Workshop will be held to discuss Public Service, Police and Fire Departments. The City 

Manager wanted to congratulate Detective Jason Moore of the Auburn Police Department for  
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testifying in Washington, DC regarding the increase of IRS scams with the elderly. Assistant 

City Manager informed that on May 6
th

 the City will be going through an audit with DEP 

concerning the MS4 Program Permit and that spring cleanup will begin May 4
th

 and will run for 

2 weeks.  

 

Councilor Lee – Wanted to give out a shout to the Auburn Middle School live Tweeters 

 

Finance Director – March 2015 Monthly Finance Report 

 
Motion was made by Councilor Young and seconded by Councilor Gerry to accept and place 

on file the March 2015 Monthly Finance report. Passage 6-0. 

 

IX. Open Session – Members of the public are invited to speak to the Council about any 

issue directly related to City business which is not on this agenda. 

 

 No one spoke. 

 

X. Adjournment – Motion was made by Councilor Young and seconded by Councilor 

Crowley to adjourn. All were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 8:38 PM. 

 

 

 
A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Alison F. Pepin, Deputy City Clerk 
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:10 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn 

Hall and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. All Councilors were present.  

 

IX. Consent Items - None 

 

II.   Minutes   

 April 21, 2015 Regular Council Meeting 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

accept the minutes of April 21, 2015 with two small corrections: 

 

1. Under Councilor Crowley’s report where it states “she discussed the General 

Assistance program not being available for certain groups of people” it should 

state “she discussed General Assistance program not now being available for 

certain groups of people” and;  

 

2. Under the last Open Session, there was a number 6 at the end of the first line 

which was a typo.  

 

Passage 7-0. 

 

III.    Communications, Presentations and Recognitions  

 Proclamation – Declaring Friday, May 15, 2015 Bike to Work Day in Auburn 

 Recognition – Auburn’s Odyssey of the Mind team 

  

IV.     Open Session 

 

 Larry Morrisette, Auburn resident congratulated the Royal family on the birth of their 

daughter, and commented that he was happy to see Councilors sharpening their pencils 

when it comes to people coming forward and asking the Council for money. 

 

V.    Unfinished Business – None 

 

VI. New Business 

 

2. Resolve 02-05042015 

Supporting the formation of a joint committee with the City of Auburn and Town of 

Poland. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Lee 

supporting the formation of a joint committee with the City of Auburn and Town of 

Poland. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Gerry and seconded by Councilor Walker to amend 

to add a fourth member (an Auburn resident). Passage 5-2 (Councilors Lee and 

LaFontaine opposed). 
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Public comment – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage of Resolve 02-05042015 as amended 7-0. A roll call vote was taken. 

 

3. Resolve 03-05042015 

Approving the striping changes for downtown streets and use of Festival Plaza for 

programming that may include food trucks for the Tactical New Urbanism trial 

period. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Walker (option 1 in 

the packet).  

 

Public comment - Jim Drummond, Court St Baptist Church who spoke in support of 

this item. 

 

Passage 7-0. 

 

4. Order 33-05042015 

Adoption the CDBG (Community Development Block Grant) Consolidated Plan 

and Budget. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Lee to adopt 

the CDBG Consolidated Plan and Budget. 

 

Public comment - no one from the public spoke. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Gerry and seconded by Councilor Walker to include 

option 2 ($24,000 which will include the Parks and Recreation scholarships). 

 

Motion failed 3-4 (Councilors Young, Hayes, Lafontaine, and Lee opposed). 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Hayes to separate the Consolidated Plan from the 

budget to consider separately. No second. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Walker and seconded by Councilor Young to amend 

by renaming the New Auburn River Trail line item to the New Auburn River 

Way/Greenway Acquisition Demolition and Phase I Construction with an increase 

in funding from $35,000 to $200,000 with the additional $165,000 to be funded 

through a transfer of $164,636 from the Sidewalk Project and a $364 reduction from 

Shoe-Maker Alley, then an additional friendly amendment was included so rather 

than take $164,636 from the sidewalk project fund, they would take $189,636 (an 

additional $25,000) for a total of $225,000 toward the New Auburn River 

Way/Greenway Acquisition Demolition and Phase I Construction.  

 

Public comment: 

Rob Kilgore, 36 Newbury Street and Citizens Advisory Committee member 

Larry Pelletier, 129 Second Street and Citizens Advisory Committee member 
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Peter Flanders, 99 Lake St and Citizens Advisory Committee member 

 

Motion on the amendment failed 3-4 (Councilor Gerry, Crowley, Hayes, and 

Lafontaine opposed). 

 

Motion by Councilor Crowley seconded by Councilor Gerry to move the question. 

Passage 5-2 (Councilors Lee and Walker opposed). 

 

Passage of the Order 33-05042015 to adopt the CDBG Consolidated Plan and Budget 

as presented 5-2 (Councilors Gerry and Walker opposed). 
 

5. Order 34-05042015 

Authorizing the Acting City Manager to execute the Tree Nursery Lease Agreement. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Crowley to 

authorize the Acting City Manager to execute the Tree Nursery Lease Agreement. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. Passage  7-0. 

 

6. Order 35-05042015 

Appointing Board and Committee Members as nominated by the Appointment 

Committee.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

appoint the Board and Committee members as nominated by the Appointment 

Committee as follows: 

 

Cable TV Advisory Board – Robert Gardner, term expiration 1/1/2017 

Cable TV Advisory Board – Robert Sevigny, term expiration 1/1/2016 

Auburn Sewerage District – Charles Sheehan, term expiration 3/1/2019 

Ethics Committee – Linda Snyder, term expiration 1/1/2018 

Conservation Commission – Jeffrey Preble, term expiration 6/1/2016 

Conservation Commission – Maurice Keene, term expiration 6/1/2017 

Conservation Commission – Ben Fletcher, term expiration 6/1/2017 

Conservation Commission – Nichole White-Matson, term expiration 6/1/2018 

Conservation Commission – Tizz E.H. Crowley, term expiration 6/1/2018 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. Passage 5-0-2 (Councilors Walker 

and Crowley abstained). 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

suspend the rules to add an item to the agenda. Passage 6-0-1 (Councilor Crowley 

abstained). 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Hayes on 

Resolve 04-05042015 as follows; 
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WHEREAS, that the Community Little Theater (CLT), located at 164 

High Street is an important part of the artistic and cultural vitality our 

community and; 

 

WHEREAS, that the Community Little Theater has a 99 year lease with 

the City to use the premises for their operations and; 

 

WHEREAS, the premises includes more building and land than is required 

for use by CLT for their purposes and that comes with more expenses than 

the Theater operations can support, and;  

 

WHEREAS, the City wants CLT to remain at 164 High Street and 

continue providing productions for the benefit of the community and; 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s planning goals for downtown Auburn includes the 

redevelopment of the Old Edward Little High School, located at 164 High 

Street and; 

 

WHEREAS, that keeping the Community Little Theater operations at 164 

High Street and redeveloping the Old Edward Little High School will 

require the existing lease between the City and Community Little Theater 

to be modified. 

 

RESOLVED, the Auburn City Council orders staff to negotiate a 

Conditional Agreement to Modify the Lease with the Community Little 

Theater by May 11, 2015.   

 

FURTHER RESOLVED, upon the execution of said agreement, the City 

will work to develop and execute a developer agreement for the 

redevelopment of 164 High Street and provides CLT continued use of the 

Theater space, maintains and improves the structure and reduces CLT’s 

overhead costs.    

 

Public comment – Chris L’Hommedieu, President of The Community Little 

Theater spoke. 

 

Passage 6-1 (Councilor Gerry opposed). 

 

VII. Executive Session - None 

 

VIII. Reports* 

 

Mayor’s Report - no report  

 

City Councilors’ Reports  

 

Councilor Young, no report 
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Councilor Crowley, she will give her Water and Sewer reports at the second meeting of 

the month, her sewer tip of the month “do not pour grease down the drain”,  Ward 1 

report, Lake Auburn Watershed Protection, Touch a Truck event (Advocates for 

Children),  United New Auburn Association and the May Day event, Congratulations to 

Four Seasons Farm Market for their 1 year anniversary, Empty Soup Bowl fundraiser, 

thank you to Mr. Drummond and others who reached out on the traffic pattern on Court 

Street, dates to watch, Taber’s ribbon cutting, Fishing Derby, Arbor Day, Memorial Day 

weekend in New Auburn, parade May 23
rd

, Decoration Day, ABA Citizen of the Year, 

visiting hours, budget comments from residents, thank you to the person who left her a 

chocolate May Day treat.  

Councilor Hayes, will be providing minutes from the Railroad and Airport minutes. 

Councilor Lee, will provide LAEGC report when there is more time and noted the 

LAEGC dinner. 

Councilor Walker, no report 

Councilor Gerry, on LATC 

City Manager’s Report – (Denis D’Auteuil) on CIP, Great Falls TV, tracking fields 

rentals, in Spring Clean up mode, coordinating with Public Services and the School 

Department on flag placement for Memorial Day Holiday as well as a general clean up. 

 

IX. Adjournment – Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Hayes 

to adjourn.  All were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM. 

  

 

 

A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk 
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:03 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn 

Hall and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. All Councilors were present.  

 

I. New Business 

 

2. Order 36-05112015 

Adopting the School Budget for Fiscal Year 2016. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Lee to adopt the 

School Budget for Fiscal Year 2016 as presented.  

 

Public comment: 

 

 Tom Kendall, 221 Stevens Mill Road and chair of the School Committee, and 

Peter Letourneau, 38 Field Avenue and member of the School Committee 

presented a slide show which covered the proposed School Budget and the cost 

per pupil in various communities as well as the State average. 



 Cynthia Jalbert, 11 Shepley Street, spoke in support of the SRO’s (School 

Resource Officers) and School budget and commented that the Council and 

School Committee need to get together on this and set egos aside. She noted that 

she moved here years ago because Auburn had good schools but feels that is no 

longer the case. 

 Larry Pelletier, 129 Second Street agreed with comments made by Ms. Jalbert 

and feels that Council and the School Committee need to work collaboratively. 

He commented that in watching several joint meetings of the Lewiston Council 

and Lewiston School Committee there was a difference in how they work 

together. They work as one. He is also in favor of working out the budget for the 

SRO’s (School Resource Officers) because they are needed.  

 Jennifer Corey, 1611 Perkins Ridge Road said that she has two students in the 

Auburn School Department and they deserve better than a reduction of the school 

budget and all students in Auburn deserve better. She added that that is what the 

proposed school budget is – a cut and a further deterioration of the schools in 

Auburn. She said she appreciated the comments made before her and added that it 

reaffirms things that have been said in the past that people don’t want to move to 

Auburn because of the school system. 

 Chief of Police, Phil Crowell spoke about the School Resource Officers and the 

SRO program. He stated that they are vital to the community, schools, teachers, 

students and parents. They build relationships and get ahead of things that could 

potentially take place.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor Gerry and seconded by Councilor Walker to amend 

article 19 to say “That the City of Auburn will reduce the amount raised in excess to 

the total cost of the funding public education from Kindergarten to Grade 12 as 

described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act and in accordance with 

Maine Revised Statutes Title 20-A Section15688 to the extent of any unanticipated 

increases to the adjusted State contribution under the Essential Programs and Services  
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Funding model”, so by adding this amendment, any increases they get back that are 

unanticipated will go toward lowering the mill rate.  

 

The motion on the amendment failed 3-4 (Councilors Young, Hayes, LaFontaine, and 

Lee opposed). 

 

Passage of Order 36-05112015 adopting the School Budget for Fiscal Year 2016 as 

presented 5-2 (Councilors Gerry and Walker opposed).  

 

II. Executive Session 

 Discussion of a real estate matter, pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. Section 405(6)(C). 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

enter into executive session to discuss a real estate matter, pursuant to 1 

M.R.S.A. Section 405(6)(C) with possible action to follow. Passage 7-0, time 

7:56 P.M. 

 

Council was declared out of executive session at 9:15 P.M. 



 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor 

Crowley that the City Council hereby authorizes the Acting City Manager to 

sign a conditional agreement to modify the lease with Community Little 

Theatre in a form recommended by the City Attorney, including the following 

conditions: 

 

1. The City will enter a forbearance agreement recommended by the City 

Attorney, that forbears from the collection of a promissory note dated 

July 13, 2012 for so long as the agreement is in effect, up to 3 years; 

2. That authorizes the paving of the City owned parking lot on Academy 

Street; 

3. That requires any developer of the property to incorporate reasonable 

sound proofing in its finished project, and to require residential tenants 

to waive noise related complaints against the theatre; 

4. That requests the developer build a second floor in the gym for CLT use; 

5. That the City and the Theatre shall execute a revised lease for the 

Theatrical Space as defined in the agreement; and 

6. That allows the City to recover its reasonable costs and attorney fees in 

enforcing the agreement. 

 

This is order 37-05112015. 

 

Public comment: Chris L’Hommedieu, President of The Community Little 

Theater spoke.  

 

Passage 7-0. 
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III.  Adjournment 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Crowley to adjourn. All 

in favor and the meeting adjourned at 9:18 P.M.  
 

A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk 
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn 

Hall and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. All Councilors were present.  

 

X. Consent Items  

 



1. Order 38-05182015 * 
Accepting the transfer of $3,592.62 forfeiture assets in U.S. Currency (Glen Barry). 

 

2. Order 39-05182015 * 
Accepting the transfer of $4,932.00 forfeiture assets in U.S. currency, and one 2005 

Saab 9-3  VIN #YS3FB49S751054079 (Garrett Griffin). 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

approve the two consent items as presented. Passage 7-0. 

 

II.   Minutes   

 May 4, 2015 Regular Council Meeting 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Crowley 

to accept the minutes of May 4, 2015 as presented. Passage 7-0. 

 

XI. Communications, Presentations and Recognitions  

 

 Proclamation – Maine Arbor Week May 17 to May 23, 2015 

 

IV.     Open Session – Members of the public are invited to speak to the Council about any 

issue directly related to City business which is not on this agenda.  

  

 No one from the public spoke. 

 

V.    Unfinished Business - None 

 

VII.    New Business  
 

1. Order 40-05182015  
Authorizing the Finance Director to reallocate of unspent proceeds in the amount of 

$766,000 from the City’s general obligation bonds. Public hearing and first reading.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

authorize the Finance Director to reallocate unspent proceeds in the amount of $766,000 

from the City’s general obligation bonds. 

 

Public hearing - No one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 7-0. A roll call vote was taken. 
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2. Order 41-05182015  
Authorizing the Finance Director to execute issuance of general obligation bonds and a 

tax levy therefore. Public hearing and first reading.  

 



Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker 

authorizing the Finance Director to execute issuance of general obligation bonds and a 

tax levy therefore. 

 

Public hearing – No one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 6-1 (Councilor Gerry opposed). A roll call vote was taken. 

 

3. Order 42-05182015  
Approving the Lease agreement of two buildings for Power & Construction Group. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Crowley to 

approve the lease agreement of two buildings for Power & Construction Group as 

presented.  

 

Public comment - No one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 7-0. 

 

4. Order 43-05182015  
Approving the Land Lease agreement for Hawkeye Elecnor Group. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

approve the land lease agreement for Hawkeye Elecnor Group as presented. 

 

Public comment – No one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 7-0. 

 

VIII. Reports 

 

Mayor’s Report – No report but he did mention that he was going to meet with the Acting City 

Manager Howard Kroll and Acting Assistant City Manager Denis D’Auteuil to discuss project 

planning activities particularly to close the loop on some of the passenger rail discussions. 

  

Councilor Young – No report. 

 

Councilor Crowley gave her Auburn Water and Sewerage report noting that the Auburn Water 

and Sewerage Superintendant, John Storer has resigned. He has accepted a position out of state. 

KC Geiger was re-elected as President of the Water District Board of Trustees and Councilor 

Crowley was elected Treasurer. A written report was provided and placed on file. She also gave 

her Ward 1 report. She thanked and congratulated the Public Works Department for a successful 

open house, gave a thank you to the local Girl Scout troops, congratulations to  
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petitesbite.com whose site launched today, dates to watch - May 19 Tree Tea and Talk, May 25 

is Decoration Day, the original name for Memorial Day, there will be a Remembrance Service at 

Oak hill cemetery, and an Open House at the Central Fire Station, Sunday June 14
th

 Flag Day 

celebration and service at Lake Grove Park starting at 5 PM, visiting hours are at the Foss 



Mansion tomorrow and the Library on the 28th, the School Budget Validation vote on June 9, 

2015 and all voting will be at Auburn Hall, median value of a single family home in auburn is 

not $150,000. Does not have the current value but in 2013 it was $132,000.  She also stated that 

she thought the information provided about social security benefits at the last meeting was 

misleading and talked about the 2015 HUD income guidelines. 

 

Councilor Hayes distributed minutes from the April 30
th

 Railroad Board meeting to Councilors 

as well as the minutes from the Airport Boards March 5th, April 7th, and  April 22
nd

 meetings 

and the Railroad annual breakfast meeting is sometime in June and State Legislators who are 

sponsoring rail related bills may speak at the breakfast.  

 

Councilor LaFontaine noted that the meeting with the School Committee is on Wednesday, a 

few things coming up at the Library – thanks to a grant from the Kiwanis, the Library is able to 

continue the Park and Museum Pass Program, a $1 million dollar grant has been awarded to the 

Maine State Library and Cornerstones of Science in Brunswick which helps the Maine State 

Library create family oriented STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) 

programming, coming June 1 is an online auction where you can support your library. Also, 

coming up on the 28
th

 is a program called Glimpses of Iran and there will be a presentation and 

photos of Iran and Iranian Art. 

 

Councilor Lee had no report but noted that he will be attending the Build Maine Conference on 

Thursday. 

 

Councilor Walker – no report 

 

Councilor Gerry – there will be a public meeting on the Downtown Transportation Center on 

Thursday at 6 PM. The meeting is open to the public. 

 

City Manager Report - Howard thanked Denis and his staff on their work coordinating the 

Public Works Department open house, the Downtown Transportation Meeting is scheduled on 

Thursday at 6 PM. 

 

Denis noted that Spring Clean Up is officially done with just a few minor things to finish up, 

Tuesday there will be over 100 high school students who will be going out to Oak Hill Cemetery 

placing flags, and cleaning up. The Open House was a success, a little over 200 people attended, 

and he thanked area businesses who donated prizes and food. 

 

Finance Director, Jill Eastman – April 2015 Monthly Finance Report 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Gerry to accept and 

place on file the April 2015 Monthly Finance Report. Passage 7-0. 
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IX. Open Session – Members of the public are invited to speak to the Council about any 

issue directly related to City business which is not on this agenda. 

 



Priscilla Miller, 211 Summer Street thanked everyone for keeping the budget down to the 

1.8%. 

 

X. Adjournment – Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor 

LaFontaine to adjourn. All were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 7:47 PM. 

 

 

 
A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk 
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn 

Hall and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. Councilor Hayes had an excused absence. All 

other councilors were present.  

 

XII. Consent Items – There were none.  

 

II.   Minutes   

 May 11, 2015 Special Council Meeting 

 May 18, 2015 Regular Council Meeting 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to accept 

the minutes of May 11, 2015 & May 18, 2015 as presented. Passage 6-0. 

 

III. Communications, Presentations and Recognitions  

 

 Art Therapy – Chief  Crowell presented the “Art Therapy Program.”  

 Josh Vink, LA Arts presented a proposal to the City of Auburn for 2015-16            

funding for two Auburn based initiatives.  

 Recognition – Mayor LaBonté publically recognized John Storer, Auburn Water and 

Sewer District Superintendent for his 13 years of dedicated service to the City of Auburn.  

 

IV.     Open Session –  
  

 No one from the public spoke. 

 

VII.   Unfinished Business  
 

5. Order 40-05182015  
Authorizing the Finance Director to reallocate of unspent proceeds in the amount of 

$766,000 from the City’s general obligation bonds. Second reading.  

 



Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

authorize the Finance Director to reallocate unspent proceeds in the amount of $766,000 

from the City’s general obligation bonds. 

 

Public Comment – No one spoke 

 

Passage 6-0. A roll call vote was taken. 

 

6. Order 41-05182015  
Authorizing the Finance Director to execute issuance of general obligation bonds and a 

tax levy therefore. Second reading.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Crowley 

authorizing the Finance Director to execute issuance of general obligation bonds and a 

tax levy therefore. 
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  Public Comment – No one spoke 

 Passage 5-1 (Councilor Gerry opposed). A roll call vote was taken. 

 

VIII. New Business 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Gerry and seconded by Councilor LaFontaine to suspend rules to 

add a Resolve supporting the Joint Charter Commission. There was a 3-3 tie vote (Councilors 

Lee, LaFontaine, and Crowley opposed) and the Mayor voted in favor to break the tie. Passage 

4-3. It will be placed on the agenda as Item #5 under New Business. 

 

7. Order 44-06012015 

Approving the liquor license for CAVU Restaurant, LLC., DBA CAVU Café located 

at 80 Airport Drive, Auburn, Maine. Public Hearing.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

approve the liquor license for CAVU Restaurant, LLC., DBA CAVU Café located at 

80 Airport Drive, Auburn, Maine.  

 

Public Hearing –  

 Delian Valeriani, Manager at CAVU Café.  

 Chip Morrison, 46 Lake St. Auburn. 

 

       Passage 6-0 

 

8. Resolve 03-06012015 

Approving the Appropriations Resolve for Fiscal Year 2016. Public Hearing and first 

reading.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

approve the Appropriations Resolve for Fiscal Year 2016. 



 

Public Hearing – No one spoke. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Gerry to 

postpone the vote to the next regular Council Meeting.  

 

Motion fails 2-3-1 (Councilor Lee, Councilor LaFontaine and Councilor Young 

oppose; Councilor Walker abstained) 

 

Passage of original motion 4-2 (Councilor Crowley and Councilor Gerry opposed 

A roll call vote was taken.  
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9. Resolve 04-06012015  

Resolve, Expressing the Support of the City Council of the _______________ for the 

Process Now Underway to develop a Plan and Charter for the Possible Consolidation of the 

cities of Lewiston and Auburn for Presentation to the voters in November 2016. 

 

Whereas,  the Cities of Lewiston and Auburn are recognized leaders in the State of 

Maine for intergovernmental cooperation, working together to cost 

effectively provide a wide range of services from water pollution control 

to public transportation; and 

Whereas,  at a joint Lewiston Auburn City Council meeting held on May 1, 2013, the 

Councils discussed the concept of municipal consolidation as the next step 

in cooperation; and 

Whereas,  following the discussion held at this joint meeting, residents of both 

Lewiston and Auburn organized successful petition campaigns for the 

purpose of creating a Joint Charter commission to explore and formalize a 

consolidation effort; and  

Whereas,  members of a Joint Charter Commission were elected in June 2014 and 

have been working diligently since then; and  

Whereas,  the Commission has tentatively selected the general election of November 

2016 as the date where the communities will vote on a charter that would 

formally consolidate the two communities into a single local government; 

and 

Whereas,  it is right and appropriate that the residents of Lewiston and Auburn have 

the opportunity to vote on whether to approve a joint charter and 

consolidate the two communities; 

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the City Council of the _______________  
that: 

We support the process now underway to develop a plan and charter for a 

consolidated Lewiston Auburn that is tentatively scheduled to be presented to the 

voters of our community in November 2016.  We urge all residents to become 

informed about and participate in this process in order to be prepared to vote on 

whether or not to adopt a joint charter and become one municipality. 



 

Motion was made by Councilor Gerry and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

adopt the resolve as brought forward by the Joint Charter Commission.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor LaFontaine to 

postpone until the next meeting.  

 

Motion fails 2-4 (Councilor Young, Councilor Crowley, Councilor Walker and 

Councilor Gerry opposed) 

 

Public Comment –  

 Chip Morrison, 46 Lake St., Auburn. 

 Andy Titus, 24 Rubellite Lane, Auburn  

 Joe Gray, Sopers Mill Rd., Auburn  
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 Larry Pelletier,129 Second St., Auburn  

 

Original motion fails 3-3 (Councilor Crowley, Councilor Lee & Councilor Gerry 

opposed) Mayor LaBonté abstains from voting to break the tie. Motion failed.  

    

IX. Reports  

 

Mayor’s Report – Spoke about attending the groundbreaking at Good Shepherd Food Bank, he 

received a letter from the Human Rights Campaign stating that they have a ranking system for 

communities in the country and Auburn is on the list of communities they will be reviewing. He 

attended the Build Maine Conference that was hosted in Lewiston/Auburn and provided a brief 

presentation on how the work of place and economic development plays out in Auburn. On 

Wednesday, Howard and Eric and other staff members will be meeting with Commissioner 

Bernhardt to have a discussion around transportation priorities in the Auburn Community. 

 

Councilor Young reported that he and his wife attended the Edward Little High School 

Graduation.  

 

Councilor LaFontaine noted that the Special Municipal Election is being held on June 09, 2015, 

a few things going on with the Library – the Library has expanded funding sources by creating 

an on-line auction, the Library has started their summer hours closing at 6:00 pm on Thursday’s 

and 1:00 pm on Saturday’s, and a telescope was purchased with the Cornerstones Grant.  

 

Councilor Lee commented on attending the Build Maine Conference.  

 

Councilor Walker noted that he attended the Edward Little High School Graduation.  

 

Councilor Gerry noted that the Special Municipal Election is June 9
th

, absentee ballots are still 

available, and commented on the School Budget. 

 



Councilor Crowley wanted to say thank you to the Auburn Fire Department and the many 

volunteers who participated and presented in decoration day events, she appreciates the residents 

that attended the service at Oak Hill Cemetery and those that stopped by Central Fire Station, 

dates to watch – Friday June 5
th

 is the Adult Education Graduation at Edward Little High School, 

Saturday, June 06 is National Trails Day, Tuesday, June 9
th

 is Election Day, Absentee Ballots are 

still available, Thursday, June 11
th

 at 5:30 pm there will be a neighborhood info session 

regarding the State plans for Rt. 4 at CMCC, Sunday June 14
th

 Flag Day celebration and service 

at Lake Grove Park starting at 5 PM, watch for an announcement by the City of Auburn of a 

Downtown Auburn Architectural Walk, visiting hours will be Tuesday, June 16
th

 from 2-4 and 

Thursday June 25
th

 from 5-6 at the Auburn Public Library.  

 

Manager Report – The City Manager wanted to thank the Fire Department, Public Services 

Department, Edward Little Students and educators that came out to Oak Hill Cemetery and 

placed flags on Veterans markers, next Tuesday, June 9th is the Special Municipal Election, he 

wanted to thank the Planning Staff for their ongoing effort of working with Community Little 

Theatre, Sunday June 14
th

 a Flag Day celebration and service will be held at Lake Grove  
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Park starting at 5 PM, he congratulated John Storer for his new position he will be taking in 

Rochester, NH, he congratulated all Edward Little Graduates, he congratulated Jan Biron for her 

30
th

 Anniversary with the City of Auburn, and Norway Savings Bank secured the University of 

Maine Hockey Coach Red Gendron and Staff to facilitate a clinic a 4 day youth hockey camp 

from August 17-20.  

 

X. Open Session Members of the public are invited to speak to the Council about any issue       

directly related to City business which is not on this agenda. 

 

No one from the public spoke. 

 

XI.Adjournment  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Crowley to adjourn. All 

were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 8:58 PM. 
 

 

A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Alison F. Pepin, Deputy City Clerk 
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn 

Hall and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. Councilor Crowley had an excused absence. 

All other Councilors were present.  

 

XIII. Consent Items  



 

1. Order 51-06152015*  
Confirming Chief Crowell’s appointment of Daniel D. Chabot as Constable with a 

Firearm for the Auburn Police Department. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Lee to 

approve the two consent items as presented. Passage 6-0. 

 

II.   Minutes   

 June 1, 2015 Regular Council Meeting 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

accept the minutes of June 1, 2015 as presented. Passage 5-1 (Councilor Hayes 

abstained because he was not present at that meeting). 

 

XIV. Communications, Presentations and Recognitions  

 

 Metro Portland - Auburn/Lewiston Options (Greg Jordan)   

 Proclamation – Jim Wellehan, recipient of the Maddie Corson Community  

Catalyst Award  

 County Commission/Budget – Andy Titus this item was discussed during the 

workshop 

 

IV.     Open Session – Members of the public are invited to speak to the Council about any 

issue directly related to City business which is not on this agenda.  

  

 Andy Titus, 24 Rubellite Lane commented on the economic development program that 

was discussed during the workshop. He said that he is still not seeing goals and what we 

expect to gain or benefit from. He said that he is seeing a lot of “fluff” instead. He does 

not think anything should be spent unless we see a tangible benefit or goal.  

 

V.    Unfinished Business  

 

1. Resolve 03-06012015  
Adopting the Appropriations Resolve for Fiscal Year 2016. Second reading. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Hayes to adopt 

the Appropriations Resolve for Fiscal Year 2016. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

include the staff amendments as follows:  
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We the Council of the City of Auburn adopt and approve the following items to 

the Appropriation Resolve: 

 



RESOLVED, that the following be, and hereby is the Annual Budget and 

Revenue Estimate for the City of Auburn Enterprise Fund – Norway Savings 

Bank Arena for the fiscal year 2015 – 2016, which includes the amounts 

budgeted herein beginning July 1, 2015 and ending June 30, 2016. 

 

The Enterprise Fund-Norway Savings Bank Arena estimated amount of non-

property tax revenue is $997,000. 

 

The Enterprise Fund-Norway Savings Bank Arena budget is $1,188,850. 

 

If the Enterprise Fund-Norway Savings Bank Arena has a deficit at the end of 

the fiscal year, this deficit will be covered by the General Fund and will be 

considered a loan to the Arena to be paid back in subsequent years. 

 

RESOLVED, that the following be, and hereby is the Annual Budget and 

Revenue Estimate for the City of Auburn Enterprise Fund – Ingersoll Turf 

Facility for the fiscal year 2015 – 2016, which includes the amounts budgeted 

herein beginning July 1, 2015 and ending June 30, 2016. 

 

The Enterprise Fund- Ingersoll Turf Facility estimated amount of non-property 

tax revenue is $214,940. 

 

The Enterprise Fund- Ingersoll Turf Facility budget is $178,639. 

  

We the Council of the City of Auburn adopt and approve the following items to 

the Appropriation Resolve: 

 

Create a Capital Reserve Equipment Replacement Fund for the EMS Transport 

program by transferring any unexpended Capital Reserve Funds at fiscal year 

end, budgeted in the EMS Transport annual budget, to a separate Special 

Revenue Fund designated to be used for the replacement of EMS Transport 

Ambulances, only to be spent with approval from the City Council.  

 

Passage of amendments 6-0. 

 

Public comment - Joe Gray, Sopers Mill Road was looking for clarification and 

asked what were to happen if Ingersoll or the Norway Savings Bank Arena were 

to lose money? The Mayor provided clarification and stated that as the budget is 

right now, we are budgeting a deficit for the Norway Savings Bank Arena but not 

for Ingersoll and if there is a deficit with NSBA, it would be a loan. If Ingersoll 

had a deficit, it would have to go before the City Council. 

 

IN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING JUNE 15, 2015 VOL. 34 PAGE 145 

 

Passage of Resolve 03-06012015 as amended 5-1 (Councilor Gerry opposed). 

A roll call vote was taken. 

 



VII.    New Business  

 

2. Order 45-06152015  
Approving the Special Amusement Request for 84 Court Pizza & Restaurant.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

approve the Special Amusement request for 84 Court Pizza & Restaurant. 

 

Public hearing – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 6-0.  

 

3. Order 46-06152015  
Approving the Liquor License and Special Amusement request for the Harsh Hotel, 

LLC., D/B/A/ The Fireside Inn & Suites. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

approve the Liquor License and Special Amusement request for the Harsh Hotel, 

LLC., D/B/A The Fireside Inn & Suites. 

 

Public hearing – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 6-0. 

 

4. Order 47-06152015  
Approving the Special Amusement Request for The Penalty Box.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

approve the Special Amusement request for The Penalty Box. 

 

Public hearing – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 6-0. 

 

5. Order 48-06152015  
Approving the request from L/A Arts for funding Concerts in the Park ($4,000) and 

Cultural Plan Lewiston/Auburn ($5,000 in matching funds).  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Lee 

to approve the request from L/A Arts for funding Concerts in the Park ($4,000) and 

Cultural Plan Lewiston/Auburn ($5,000 in matching funds). 
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Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor LaFontaine to 

amend by striking the $5,000 for the Cultural Plan Lewiston/Auburn. 

 



Passage of the amendment 6-0. 

 

Public comment – Dana Staples, 32 Greenville Drive and member of the Recreation 

and Special Events Advisory Board commented that they would have liked to have 

had LA Arts meet with the board and it would be good to use CDBG funds toward 

this. 

 

Passage of Order 48-06152015 as amended 6-0. 

 

6. Order 49-06152015  
 

Approving the request to transfer $2,240 of FY2015 unallocated “Art” funds for the 

Art Therapy Program. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Gerry to 

approve the request to transfer $2,240 of FY2015 unallocated “Art” funds for the Art 

Therapy Program. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 6-0. 

 

7. Order 50-06152015  
Approving the Mass Gathering permit for the 2015 Liberty Festival. Public hearing. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

approve the Mass Gathering permit for the 2015 Liberty Festival. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 6-0. 

 

8. Ordinance 12-06152015  
Adopting the proposed amendment to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 14, 

Business Licenses and Permits, Article XVII, Garage Sales, Section 14-632, to 

include Agricultural Barn Sale, Article I, In General, Section 14-2, Definitions, to 

include Agricultural Barn Sale, and Appendix A – Fees and Charges under 

Businesses and Business Regulations to include Agricultural Barn Sale. Public 

hearing and first reading. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

adopt the proposed amendment to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 14, Business 

Licenses and Permits, Article XVII, Garage Sales, Section 14-632, to include  
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Agricultural Barn Sale, Article I, In General, Section 14-2, Definitions, to include 

Agricultural Barn Sale, and Appendix A – Fees and Charges under Businesses and  



Business Regulations to include Agricultural Barn Sale with a friendly amendment 

correct a typographical error in the language under section 14-632, the last sentence 

states “purposes generating more that 50% of their household income for 5 years or 

more. The word “that” should be changed to “then”. 

 

Public hearing – Roger Gauthier, said he is only asking for 3 more permits that are 

currently allowed, he has farmed for 38 years there and has given back to the 

community and he doesn’t feel like he is asking too much for this change. 

 

Motion failed 2-4 (Councilors LaFontaine, Lee, Gerry, and Young opposed). A roll 

call vote was taken. 

 

9. Ordinance 13-06152015  
 

Adopting the proposed amendment to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 14, 

Business Licenses and Permits, Article I, In General, Section 14-2, Definitions, and 

Appendix A – Fees and Charges under Businesses and Business Regulations (Flea 

market, craft fairs, swap meets, and bazaars). Public hearing and first reading. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Gerry to 

adopt the proposed amendment to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 14, Business 

Licenses and Permits, Article I, In General, Section 14-2, Definitions, and Appendix 

A – Fees and Charges under Businesses and Business Regulations (Flea market, craft 

fairs, swap meets, and bazaars). 

 

Public hearing – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 6-0. A roll call vote was taken. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Gerry and seconded by Councilor LaFontaine to 

suspend the rules to add an item #10 to the agenda, Resolve 05-06152015 

Authorizing legal action against Androscoggin County regarding certain elements of 

the County Charter relating to elected official compensation and benefits and the 

authority of the County Budget Committee. 

 

Passage 5-0-1 (Councilor Lee abstained). 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Gerry and seconded by Councilor LaFontaine to 

adopt Resolve 05-06152015 as follows: 

 

Resolve, Authorizing Legal Action Against Androscoggin County Regarding Certain 

Elements of the County Charter Relating to Elected Official Compensation and 

Benefits and the Authority of the County Budget Committee. 
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Whereas, in 2012, the voters of Androscoggin County approved a new county charter 

changing the nature, responsibilities, and composition of both the Board of County 

Commissioners (the Board) and the County Budget Committee (the Committee); and 

 

Whereas, the Committee’s role was redefined from approving all county budget 

expenditures to advising on such expenditures, but with two exceptions: a requirement 

that the County elected officials’ compensation and benefits be approved by the 

Committee (County Charter section 3.7) and authorizing the Committee to override 

specific line items recommended by the Board by an affirmative vote of 11 of its 

members (County Charter Section 5.5.2); and 

 

Whereas, when the new charter went into effect, the newly constituted Committee and 

the transitional Board agreed that Section 3.7 of the Charter ultimately meant that the 

Board could not set its own salaries or benefits since final authority remained with the 

Committee; and 

 

Whereas, this same understanding was reiterated without objection at the outset, 

during, and at the conclusion of this year’s budget process; and 

 

Whereas, only following final presentation of the budget and the adjournment of the 

Committee did the Board (upon an opinion solicited from the County’s legal counsel) 

disregard the Committee’s action on Commissioner compensation; and 

 

Whereas, the official version of the charter provided to the municipal clerks prior to 

the charter election and upon which the voters cast their ballots clearly indicated that 

the County Budget Committee had the authority to change line items in the budget 

proposed by the Commissioners with a supermajority vote of 11 of its members; and 

 

Whereas, subsequent to the approval of the charter, the Commissioners requested the 

legislature to make certain “non-substantive” changes to the voter approved charter 

to address practical problems in implementing the new charter; and 

 

Whereas, one of the changes requested – to amend the charter to transform the Budget 

Committee into an advisory body only – constituted a substantive change; and 

 

Whereas, subsequent to the legislature’s adoption of a resolve directing the 

Commissioners to amend the charter as requested by the Commissioners, the 

Commissioners amended the charter to eliminate the Budget Committee’s authority to 

make changes in the budget by a supermajority vote; and 

Whereas, Maine Revised Statutes, 30-A M.R.S.A. § 1353, states that a county charter 

may give the board the authority to appropriate money according to the budget so 

long as the budget is approved by the finance committee, and the Budget Committee 

functions as the finance committee under 30-A M.R.S.A. § 1353 ; and 
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Whereas, Maine Revised Statutes, 30-A M.R.S.A. §§ 725 and 1352 provide that the 

Androscoggin County Budget Committee has final approval of the budget unless 

otherwise provided in a charter adopted by the county. 

 

Whereas, state law also requires that amendments to county charters adopted by 

referendum must be approved by referendum, a process that was not followed in this 

case; and 

 

Whereas, the county’s municipalities have strongly objected to the County 

Commission’s interpretation of the county charter that, in effect, denies any meaning 

to Section 3.7 of the charter dealing with the compensation and benefits of elected 

officials; and 

 

Whereas, the municipalities also object to the Commission taking unilateral action 

without consultation with its municipalities to pursue a substantive change in the 

charter to transform the budget committee into a purely advisory body; and 

 

Whereas, the Commission’s proposal to place an amendment to section 3.7 of the 

charter on the November ballot is unacceptable in that it continues to advance the 

Commission’s position that the budget committee is and remains purely advisory; and 

 

Whereas, when presented recently with a proposed charter amendment to clarify the 

ability of the Budget Committee to make line item budget changes with a 

supermajority vote, the Commission failed to take action; and 

 

Whereas, these actions of the Commission have undermined the checks and balances 

intended by the framers of the Charter and the will of the public as expressed in their 

approval of a county charter that clearly and unequivocally provided authority to the 

Budget Committee to approve elected official salaries and benefits and to make 

changes in the county budget with a supermajority vote, actions that have served to 

undermine the legitimacy of the County’s governance structure; 

 

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the City Council of the City of Auburn that the firm of 

Brann & Isaacson is hereby authorized to initial legal action against Androscoggin 

County in regard to certain actions of the Commissioners relating to elected official 

compensation and benefits and the authority of the county budget committee, subject to 

the participation of the lesser of seven other communities or communities representing 

two thirds or more of the total municipal assessed value of the county and to share 

costs and expenses in accordance with the formula used to allocate the County Tax; 

and  

 

Be It Further Resolved that Lewiston is authorized to act as fiscal agent for the 

communities joining in this legal action, and the City Manager is authorized to enter 

into such agreements as the Manager deems necessary to implement the foregoing 

resolutions; and  
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Be It Further Resolved that the Council designates Councilor Gerry as its 

representative to any meetings of the communities participating in this effort. 

 

Passage 5-0-1 (Councilor Lee abstained).  

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Hayes to reconsider a 

failed motion on Resolve 04-06012015 from the June 1, 2015 Council meeting. This is 

a Resolve expressing the support of the City Council of the City of Auburn for the 

process now underway to develop a plan and charter for the possible consolidation of 

the cities of Lewiston and Auburn for presentation to the voters in November 2016. 

 

There was debate about the vote on that item because the motion to suspend the rules to 

add the item to the 6/1/2015 agenda was not imposed at the last meeting and did not 

have the required 2/3 vote of the Council. It has since been brought to our attention that 

in order to suspend the rules, a 2/3 vote of Councilors present is required. It was 

determined that because there was not a 2/3 vote of the Council, the item should not 

have been added and any motion would be a new consideration of that item. Councilor 

Lee requested this item be placed on the July 6, 2015 Council agenda. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Walker and seconded by Councilor Gerry to suspend 

the rules and add the item to the agenda. Passage 4-2 (Councilors LaFontaine and Lee 

opposed). 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor LaFontaine to adopt 

the Resolve as follows: 

 

Resolve, Expressing the Support of the City Council of the City of Auburn for the 

Process Now Underway to develop a Plan and Charter for the Possible Consolidation 

of the cities of Lewiston and Auburn for Presentation to the voters in November 2016. 

 

Whereas,  the Cities of Lewiston and Auburn are recognized leaders in the State of 

Maine for intergovernmental cooperation, working together to cost effectively provide 

a wide range of services from water pollution control to public transportation; and 

 

Whereas,  at a joint Lewiston Auburn City Council meeting held on May 1, 2013, the 

Councils discussed the concept of municipal consolidation as the next step in 

cooperation; and 

 

Whereas,  following the discussion held at this joint meeting, residents of both Lewiston 

and Auburn organized successful petition campaigns for the purpose of creating a Joint 

Charter commission to explore and formalize a consolidation effort; and  

 

Whereas, members of a Joint Charter Commission were elected in June 2014 and have 

been working diligently since then; and  
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Whereas,  the Commission has tentatively selected the general election of November 

2016 as the date where the communities will vote on a charter that would formally 

consolidate the two communities into a single local government; and 

 

Whereas,  it is right and appropriate that the residents of Lewiston and Auburn have 

the opportunity to vote on whether to approve a joint charter and consolidate the two 

communities; 

 

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the City Council of the city of Auburn that: We 

support the process now underway to develop a plan and charter for a consolidated 

Lewiston Auburn that is tentatively scheduled to be presented to the voters of our 

community in November 2016.  We urge all residents to become informed about and 

participate in this process in order to be prepared to vote on whether or not to adopt a 

joint charter and become one municipality. 

 

Public comment – Andy Titus, does not agree with funding coming from the State not 

knowing how the money will be spent and does not feel it should be spent to promote 

the merging of the two cities. 

 

Passage 4-2 (Councilors Walker and Gerry opposed). 

 

VIII. Reports 

 

Mayor’s Report – the Mayor commented on the Resolve that was just passed and the 

importance of transparency. He stated that the Resolve was brought to Council in a way 

that was not transparent and questioned at what point did the Joint Charter Commission 

put on their agenda or discuss a meeting with the Governor or drafting a Resolve.  

            City Councilors’ Reports  

 Councilor Young, commented on participating in the Auburn Fit Fest.  

 Councilor Gerry thanked the Mayor for what he said in his report tonight. 

 Councilor Walker stated that the consolidation will be defeated in the end.  

Councilor LaFontaine commented on the Resolve and stated that personal opinions are 

just that without information to make good decisions and emotions are leading the 

conversations more than any factual data provided. She encouraged people to be open to 

information. 

 

On behalf of Councilor Crowley, the Mayor presented the public with her monthly 

sewerage tip.   

 

City Manager Report - He apologized to Chip Morrison for the comments and 

discussion  

regarding the Joint Charter Commission Resolve. He also commented on the recognition  
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of the Vietnam Veterans, the Flag Day event and thanked all involved in making that a 

positive event. He thanked the department heads for the budget in particular Jill Eastman, 

thanked Greg Jordan for being here tonight, and thanked Council for support given to 

staff this budget season.  

 

            Finance Director, Jill Eastman – May 2015 Monthly Finance Report 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Gerry to accept 

and place on file the May 2015 Monthly Finance Report. Passage 6-0. 

 

IX. Open Session – Members of the public are invited to speak to the Council about any 

issue directly related to City business which is not on this agenda. 

 

 Chip Morrison on Concert in the Park in Festival Plaza, an update on the Joint Charter 

Commission. 

 

 Joe Gray, Sopers Mills Road commented on the Joint Charter Commission. He stated that 

he and 4 other people were going to start a petition to withdraw the Resolve that was just 

passed. He also talked about the EMS (Emergency Management Services) financial 

statement that was presented. He asked why the City did not make EMS pay for what 

they cost us. 

 

X. Adjournment – Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor 

Walker to adjourn. All were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 9:03 PM. 

 

 

A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk 
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:10 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn 

Hall and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. Councilor Lee had an excused absence. All 

other councilors were present.  

 

XV. Consent Items – There were none.  

 

II.   Minutes   

 June 15, 2015 Regular Council Meeting 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to accept 

the minutes of June 15, 2015 as presented. Passage 5-0-1 (Councilor Crowley abstained 

because she was not present for the June 15, 2015 meeting). 

 

III. Communications, Presentations and Recognitions  

 



 They Mayor gave recognition to Dave Gonyea, recipient of the United States 

Collegiate Athletic Association (USCAA) Career Achievement Award noting that 

Mr. Gonyea is active in volunteer service to the community. He serves on our 

Recreation and Special Events Advisory Committee whose projects include the 

Ingersoll Arena retrofit to a surf facility. He is also active in hosting a series on 

Sports Tourism which helps with economic development and attracting visitors to 

this area. He has also hosted multiple national championships for college basketball 

and his teams have not only excelled on the court but off the court and in life.  

 Proclamation – National Parks and Recreation Month 

 Ingersoll Update - Ravi Sharma & Derek Boulanger  

 Workshop item C, Reallocation of Bond Funds for the Fire Station Floor was 

discussed as there was insufficient time during the workshop to cover this item 

 

IV.     Open Session – No one from the public spoke. 

 

V.  Unfinished Business  

 

1. Ordinance 12-06152015  
Adopting the proposed amendment to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 14, 

Business Licenses and Permits, Article XVII, Garage Sales, Section 14-632, to 

include Agricultural Barn Sale, Article I, In General, Section 14-2, Definitions, to 

include Agricultural Barn Sale, and Appendix A – Fees and Charges under 

Businesses and Business Regulations to include Agricultural Barn Sale. Second 

reading.   

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

adopt the proposed amendment to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 14, Business 

Licenses and Permits, Article XVII, Garage Sales, Section 14-632, to include 

Agricultural Barn Sale, Article I, In General, Section 14-2, Definitions, to include 

Agricultural Barn Sale, and Appendix A – Fees and Charges under Businesses and 

Business Regulations to include Agricultural Barn Sale. 
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Motion by Walker and seconded by LaFontaine to amend the last line under section 

14-632 (2) by changing from 5 years to 25 years.  

 

Passage of amendment 5-1 (Councilor Crowley opposed). 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke.  

 

Passage of Ordinance 12-06152015 as amended 4-2 (Councilors Crowley and Gerry 

opposed). A roll call vote was taken. 

 

2. Ordinance 13-06152015  
Adopting the proposed amendment to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 14, 

Business Licenses and Permits, Article I, In General, Section 14-2, Definitions, and 

Appendix A – Fees and Charges under Businesses and Business Regulations (Flea 

market, craft fairs, swap meets, and bazaars). Second reading.  



 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Crowley to  

adopt the proposed amendment to Part II, Code of Ordinance, Chapter 14, Business 

Licenses and Permits, Article I, In General, Section 14-2, Definitions, and Appendix 

A – Fees and Charges under Businesses and Business Regulations (Flea market, craft 

fairs, swap meets, and bazaars). 

 

Public Hearing – no one from the public spoke.  

 

Passage 6-0. A roll call vote was taken. 

 

VI. New Business 

 

3. Order 52-07062015  
Establishing the property tax payment due dates and to establish the property tax 

delinquency and overpayment interest rates for Fiscal Year 2015-2016. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

establish the property tax payment due dates and to establish the property tax delinquency 

and overpayment interest rates for Fiscal Year 2015-2016. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 5-1 (Councilor Gerry opposed). 

 

4. Order 53-07062015  
Approving the liquor license for Café LA located at 49 Spring Street. Public hearing. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

approve the liquor license for Café LA located at 49 Spring Street. 

 

Public hearing – Dan Gagnon, owner spoke about Café LA. 
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Passage 6-0. 

 

5. Order 54-07062015  
Appointing Board and Committee members as nominated by the Appointment 

Committee. 
 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

appoint Jordan Tate and Robert Sipe to the Conservation Commission each with term 

expirations of 6/1/2016. These are both new appointments. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 6-0. 

 

VII. Executive Session   



 Discussion on a legal matter pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405 (6)(E). 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to enter 

into executive session. Passage 5-1 (Councilor Crowley opposed), time 8:00 PM. 

 

Council was declared out of executive session at 8:28 PM. 

 

VIII.   Reports  
 

Mayor’s Report-A few weeks ago, he, along with Denis D’Auteuil served as a tour 

guide for the President of the Maine International Trade Center as well as the Director of 

the Port of St. John, New Brunswick who is looking to expand its relationships and are 

seeking opportunities for movement of goods. There is an opportunity to follow up to 

begin to build a relationship with St. John, New Brunswick. It looks like Lewiston and 

Auburn may attempt to initiate a sister city relationship with St. John. They are doing a 

lot with logistics and distribution around their port and also around innovation and 

economy. On the international relations front, he made his third trip in three months last 

week to Montreal to meet with Francois Robello, who is the investor proposing the hotel 

train that would run between Montreal to Boston which would include opportunity to 

serve Auburn. He also met with the President and COO of the Central Maine and Quebec 

Railroad. They have interest coming to Auburn to learn more about our freight activity 

here. In addition, he also spent time meeting with the Mayors of some of the smaller 

communities between the border and Montreal to see what their interest was in 

establishing passenger rail service. The conversation turned into a good conversation 

about hockey. He will be meeting with Mark Gosselin. He feels that there are 

opportunities to build relationships not only with Montreal but with the smaller 

communities to encourage them to visit our City in the summer. He also followed up with 

John Holden regarding our lease arrangement with St. Lawrence & Atlantic Railroads for 

parts of the Lewiston/Auburn railroad assets. We don’t have a lease with the intermodal 

facility at this point and there isn’t a lease with the railroad company for the Rangeley 

branch line. St. Lawrence & Atlantic Railroad is the longest run of railroad along the  
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proposed route. They have set high conditions for that track for passenger train service. 

There is a role Lewiston and Auburn could play in negotiating to make passenger rail 

between Montreal and Boston a reality. He is hopeful they will continue the dialogue 

because there are significant opportunities here.  

 

 City Councilors’ Reports 

 

Councilor Gerry – stated that she was unable to attend the last Housing Authority 

Meeting because it was moved from the last Wednesday of the month to July 1
st
 and she 

had a prior commitment. 

 

Councilor Walker – thanked the people who came out for neighborhood watch for the 

historical walk let by Alan Manoian. There were a total of 51 starting out on the walk 

finishing with 48 so it was a good turnout. He also noted that on July 16
th

 two of the St. 

Louis bells will be moved to Festival Plaza and placed display for one week. 

 



Councilor LaFontaine – commented on the Library’s online auction that raised $4,700. 

They have a new website that is more mobile friendly for those who use mobile devices. 

Their annual book sale coming up, and they continue with amazing programs. One is 

Super Hero Human Checker program and for teens, a comic book workshop is coming 

up. She did not have a school report at this time. 

 

Councilor Hayes – stated he will report at the next meeting.  

 

Councilor Crowley – Recreation Advisory report-she extended two invitations to the 

community. There will be a ribbon cutting at Pettengill Park at the new softball field 

Tuesday, July 7
th

 at 5:30 PM, and Wednesday, July 8th at 6PM there will be a 

presentation on the Sports Tourism Program. Central Maine Community College and the 

City of Auburn’s Recreation and Special Events Advisory Board are co-sponsoring this 

program.  She encouraged people to check the Recreation Services on the city website. It is 

not just for kids. One program in particular is the Pickle Ball program.  

 

Water District report- The new Assistant Superintendant Michael Broadband was introduced 

at the Board meeting, the Broad Street water main installation project is done, Lake Auburn 

appears to be in good shape at this time and no one has seen the presence of algae. The 

annual audit report is available for review if anyone has an interest.  

 

In regards to the Auburn Sewerage District, Michael Broadband, the Assistant 

Superintendant was introduced there as well. Sewer service revenues are down, the LA Water 

Pollution control costs are running higher than budgeted, electrical contracts were discussed 

for both water and sewer. She provided us with the sewer tip of the month, wet wipes are still 

a problem and clogging pipes.  

 

Ward 1 report – Councilor Crowley gave thanks to community members who have worked 

hard for the July 4th celebration. She also commented on the Library Auction. Dates to 

remember: a ribbon cutting at Pettengill Park ball field on July 7th, a Sports Tourism 

presentation on July 8th, the Auburn Community Band is performing at Festival Plaza on  
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Wednesdays (rain location is the Franco Center), July 14th is Bastille Day, July 15th is Flying 

Frisbee Dogs (A Wednesday in the Park Program), July 29th the Veayo twins are performing 

anti bullying music. The School Budget vote is over, but we need residents to stay engaged 

letting us know what is important to them. She encouraged residents to step up and share 

their ideas.  

  

Councilor Young had no report at this time. 

 

 City Manager’s Report – wished a happy 4
th

 of July to everyone and hoped everyone 

had a good weekend. He noted that today was the first day of employment for the new 

Norway Savings Bank Arena General Manager, Mark Gosselin. He added that Jeremy 

Gatcomb will be the General Manager of Ingersoll beginning September 1, 2015.          
 

VIII.   Open Session Members of the public are invited to speak to the Council about any issue 

 Directly related to City business which is not on this agenda.          

 

No one from the public spoke. 



 

XI.Adjournment  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

adjourn. All were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM. 

 

 
True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk 
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:04 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn 

Hall and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. Councilor LaFontaine had an excused 

absence. All other Councilors were present.  

 

XVI. Consent Items  

 

6. Order 55-07202015*  
Confirming Chief Crowell’s appointment of Christopher P. Saunders and Pedro 

“Efra” Becerra as Constables with a Firearm for the Auburn Police Department. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Hayes and seconded by Councilor Walker to approve 

the consent item as presented. Passage 6-0. 

 

II.   Minutes   

 July 6, 2015 Regular Council Meeting 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

accept the minutes of July 6, 2015 as presented. Passage 5-0-1 (Councilor Lee 

abstained because he was not present). 

 

XVII. Communications, Presentations and Recognitions  

 

 Proclamation – National Night Out    

 County Dispatch Update – Phil Crowell 

 

III.     Open Session – Members of the public are invited to speak to the Council about any 

issue directly related to City business which is not on this agenda.  

  

 Larry Morrisette, PO Box 3030 commented on the State Budget and how it affects 

children. 

 Larry Pelletier, 129 Second Street commented on the Riverside Drive project and the 

impact the heavy flow of trucks going up and down Second Street is having. He also 

commented that the June 30
th

 United New Auburn Association neighborhood walk with 

Alan Manoian was a great learning experience.  

 



IV.    Unfinished Business - None 

 

V.        New Business  

 

7. Order 56-07202015  
Authorizing the reallocation in the amount of $120,000 of unspent proceeds from the 

City’s 2013 General Obligation Bonds to finance repairs to Central Fire Station 

Apparatus Bay Floors. First reading and Public Hearing.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

authorize the reallocation in the amount of $120,000 of unspent proceeds from the  
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City’s 2013 General Obligation Bonds to finance repairs to Central Fire Station 

Apparatus Bay floors.  

 

Public hearing – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 6-0. A roll call vote was taken. 

 

VI. Reports –  

 

 Mayor’s Report – Over the last couple of weeks he has had conversations regarding a 

racist comment that was directed at an African American woman from Texas by a City of 

Auburn elected official. He reached out to her to express that in no way does that 

comment reflect the culture or ethic in this community. She expressed that she was 

impressed with how the community pushed back and understands that one comment does 

not represent the people of Auburn. He wanted to thank the Police Chief, Phil Crowell for 

making time to sit down with the Maine ACLU and himself to discuss the programs the 

Police Department has created and how their department responds to challenges. The 

Maine ACLU would like to continue dialogue and engagement.  

 

 City Councilors’ Reports 

 

 Councilor Young – He took part in the second Triple Crown Race along with the Mayor 

and Councilor Lee. One more to go in August; he spent las week in St. Paul, Minnesota.  

 

 Councilor Crowley – Gave thanks all that stopped by on Bastille Day in New Auburn; 

wanted to thank the Auburn Community Band for providing great entertainment every 

Wednesday night in downtown Auburn. Her next visiting hours will be Tuesday July 21
st
 

1:30 PM to 3:30 PM and Thursday, July 23
rd

 from 5 PM to 6 PM at the Auburn Public 

Library. Dates to remember: Conservation Commission Meeting will be held on 7/21 at 

6:00 PM at Auburn City Hall, Sunday, July 26
th

 is Open Farm Day in Auburn, 

Wednesday, July 29
th

 the Veyo Twins will be performing at 10:00 AM at Festival Plaza, 

Thursday, July 30
th

 is National Day of Friendship, Friday, July 31
st
 is the first movie in 

the park event starting at dusk, this is a free event and the first movie will be 

“Rattatouille,” Saturday, August 1
st
 is a sock hop at Taber’s starting at 6:00 PM., 

Tuesday, August 4
th

 is National Night Out’s 12
th

 year. Regarding constituent comments, 



she has received emails regarding trash on the streets, she has been contacted regarding 

follow up work on the East Auburn Community School parking lot. Lastly, the 

Community Development Department is expected to hold a citizens input meeting to 

develop neighborhood revitalization strategies for downtown, New Auburn and Union 

Street.  

 

 Councilor Hayes – the Railroad Company annual meeting will be held on Tuesday, 

August 11
th

 and the Airport Board meeting will be held on Thursday, August 6
th

 at 5:00 

PM. 
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 Councilor Lee – commented on social media and he also had an opportunity to speak to 

the young woman from Texas. 

 

 Councilor Walker – the next Neighborhood Watch meeting will be held Thursday, July 

23
rd

 at Mr. and Mrs. Kings house located on the corner of South Main Street and 

Reginald. Next Tuesday, July 28
th

 the United New Auburn Association will be at Rolly’s 

Diner. The Mayor will be speaking.  

 

 Councilor Gerry – recognized Mr. Larry Pelletier for his pride in the City of Auburn.  

 

 City Managers Report – wanted to share an incident that occurred during the last 

Council Meeting, 7/6 – Councilor Walker informed him that a woman went into cardiac 

arrest at Lake View and off duty firefighters called the paramedics and administered CPR 

immediately. A pulse could not be found but they did not give up, they went to the next 

level of care. One of the paramedics found a vein in her ankle that had not collapsed. 

Thanks to all of the events that took place and the training that our firefighters have been 

put through and not giving up, the woman survived.  

 Denis – shared that the University of Maine girl’s hockey team will be playing Brown 

University on October 24
th

 at the Norway Ice Arena, also, the Superintendant of Schools, 

Jim Horn and the National School Board Association (NSBA) are working with the on 

the Bridge Program which helps utilize some students that are looking for scholarship 

opportunities. Details of the program are being finalized.  

 

 Finance Director, Jill Eastman – June 2015 Finance Report 

 

 A motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

postpone the June 2015 Monthly Finance Report to the next meeting in the absence of the 

Finance Director.  

 

 Passage 6-0 

 

VII.     Open Session – Members of the public are invited to speak to the Council about    

any issue directly related to City business which is not on this agenda.  

 



 Larry Pelletier, 129 Second Street thanked Councilor Gerry for her comments, he talked 

about the streets where he picks up trash. He also suggested that the walkabouts be put on 

video (Great Falls TV). 

 

 

VIII. Adjournment – Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor 

Walker to adjourn. All were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM. 

 

 

A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Alison F. Pepin, Deputy City Clerk     
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:08 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn Hall 

and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. Councilor LaFontaine had an excused absence. All 

other councilors were present.  

 

XVIII. Consent Items  

 

1. Order 57-08032015*  
Confirming Chief Crowell’s appointment of Paul R. Carpentier as a Constable without a 

firearm. 

 

2. Order 58-08032015*  
Accepting the transfer of Forfeiture Asset (Jaymel Reese). 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Hayes and seconded by Councilor Lee to accept the 

consent items as presented. Passage 6-0. 

 

II.   Minutes - July 20, 2015 Regular Council Meeting 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Walker and seconded by Councilor Hayes to accept the 

minutes of July 20, 2015 as presented. Passage 6-0. 

 

IV. Communications, Presentations and Recognitions  

 

o Workshop item C, Petition for Street Discontinuance (Glenn Street) was discussed by 

Gary Johnson. 

o Proclamation – Make A Wish  

o Proclamation – Uncle Andy’s Digest Night 

o Bike – Ped Committee update (Howard Kroll). The 2012 Bike-Ped Committee 

Resolve #03-192012 lapses at the end of September. The City Manager is 

recommending extending the committee beyond September of 2015 and making it a 

permanent committee. 

 

V. Open Session  

 



 Joseph Roy, owner/operator of a Mobile Food Unit in Auburn – would like us to 

consider modifying the Mobile Food Distribution Unit ordinance. He would like the 

ordinance to allow them to park on the streets. 

 Andy Titus, 24 Rubelite Lane commented on the Community Gardens workshop 

presentation. He said his recollection was that Block Grant money was limited and 

many worthy programs were cut because of limited funding. Now this is coming 

forward and he would like us to find out where the funding would be coming from 

before moving forward with this. He also wanted to comment on the Medical 

Tourism business that was featured in the newspaper. He said he likes what he saw 

and it looks like a worthwhile project, but he didn’t see anything regarding the 

business aspect of the project. Does the city have any money invested in the project 

and if so, what will that be? If the old police station is to be used as office space, are 

we giving it to them or renting to them? Is the building in a TIF district, and if so, 

will it be a credit enhancement TIF? He also stated that his understanding is that they  
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have to prove job creation in order to get their green card and he would like to see 

more on that. 

 Joe Gray, Sopers Mill Road, would also like the information Mr. Titus has requested 

on the Medical Tourism project. He also commented on Mr. Roy’s comments on 

Roving Diners commenting that “the City of Auburn lowers the boom and cancels 

everybody’s fun” adding that “we need to get away from the first thing being no, you 

can’t do it” and get to a “we don’t do it that way yet, but here is how we can change 

it”. He stated that “the people who work in this building need to be more 

accommodating to people who have ideas that are perhaps not traditional because we 

could be growing Auburn a lot faster if we didn’t always look to say no”.  

 Randy Smith, Lisbon Falls who is also the owner/operator of Pinky D’s food truck 

spoke about food trucks and the ordinances that pertain to them. He said he has been 

having discussions with Lewiston on their Mobile Food Distribution Unit ordinance 

stating when proposing ordinance changes, there are a lot of pieces that can be added 

to make it work for everybody, including the taxpayer, the restaurants, and food truck 

operators. He said he also worked with the City of Portland when changes were made 

to their Food Truck ordinance.   

 

V.  Unfinished Business  

 

1. Order 56-07202015  
Authorizing the reallocation in the amount of $120,000 of unspent proceeds from the 

City's 2013 General Obligation Bonds to finance repairs to Central Fire Station 

Apparatus Bay Floors. Second reading. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Gerry and seconded by Councilor Walker to authorize 

the reallocation in the amount of $120,000 of unspent proceeds from the City’s 2013 

General Obligation Bonds to finance repairs to Central Fire Station Apparatus Bay 

Floors. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. 

 



Passage 6-0. 

 

VI. New Business 

 

2. Order 59-08032015  
Authorizing the City Manager to purchase the property at 204 Minot Avenue for 

$140,000 for the purpose of improving the Washington Street and Minot Avenue 

gateway to our community. 

    

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Walker to authorize the 

City Manager to purchase the property at 204 Minot Avenue for $140,000 for the purpose 

of improving the Washington Street and Minot Avenue gateway to our Community. 

 

Public comment – Eric Cousens, Deputy Director of Planning and Development spoke, 

Joe Gray, Sopers Mill Road, and Andy Titus, 24 Rubelite Lane both commented. 

 

Motion failed 0-6. All Councilors present were opposed. 
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VII. Executive Session   

 Discussion on a personnel matter, pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405 (6)(A). Possible action to 

follow. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Hayes and seconded by Councilor Walker to enter into 

executive session pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405 (6)(A). Passage 6-0. Time 8:14 P.M. 

 

Council was declared out of executive session at 9:20 P.M. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Walker to move 

possible action to the end of the agenda after the next open session. Passage 5-0 

(Councilor Lee was out of the room at the time of this vote). 

 

VIII.   Reports  
 

Finance Director, Jill Eastman – June 2015 Monthly Finance Report (this item was 

postponed at the July 20, 2015 City Council Meeting). 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Hayes to accept and 

place on file the June 2015 monthly finance report. Passage 6-0. 

 

 City Councilors’ Reports 

 

Councilor Walker submitted a written report which was included in the packet. 

 

Councilor Gerry – commented on the United New Auburn Association meeting. Mayor 

LaBonté was the guest speaker at the meeting. Councilor Gerry commended him on his 

presentation. 

 



Councilor Young – commented that the Community Garden presentation in the workshop 

made him think of his grandfather, George Young who was a farmer in Auburn. He shared a 

story about his cousins who lived in town visited his grandfather one day and told him that 

“he was so lucky to be able to eat all of this free food”. His grandfather corrected them by 

stating “it wasn’t free, you had to work for it!”.  

 

Councilor Crowley – Auburn Recreation Advisory Report – Phil Savignano, a member of 

the Recreation and Special Events Advisory Board stepped up and spoke on Sports Tourism 

when the original speaker cancelled. There are great opportunities for Sports Tourism in 

Auburn. She spoke about the Movies in the Park series which kicked off. She thanked the 

Public Services crew, the United New Auburn Association, Walton’s PTO, and the Women’s 

Literary Union. Box Car Movie Night to be held on Friday, August 14th at Pettengill Park, 

rain or shine (to be held inside Hasty Armory if it rains), Auburn staff is looking for 

volunteers to work on the Winter Festival (January 29-31, 2016), the next Recreation 

Advisory Board meeting will be Wednesday August 12th at City Hall.  

 

The Auburn Water District met wed on July 22nd, their finances remain strong although water 

sales are down. Fire hydrants are receiving attention. A workplan to inspect and repair  
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hydrants is currently underway. The Broad Street water main installation was completed July 

1st. She also spoke on the water quality of Lake Auburn and the lead and copper tested that 

was completed as required.  

 

The Auburn Sewerage District met Tuesday July 21st. The Trustees approved a 

recommendation from Sid Hazelton to enter into a power agreement. Staff and management 

at Cascade are working on the odor problem. She also provided her sewer tip of the month. 

Do not pour fats, oils, and grease (FOG) down the kitchen sink, when pulling hair out of tub 

or shower drains, throw it in trash not the toilet to prevent clogging.  

 

She provided a list of upcoming events happening in the City, encouraged residents to apply 

to serve on a City Board or Committee – there are several vacancies, and she commented on 

the Conservation Commission. Their next meeting will be August 18th. A written report was 

also submitted and placed on file.   

 

Councilor Hayes – reminded everyone that the Airport Board will meet on Thursday night 

and there will be an upcoming breakfast Railroad meeting at the Hilton Garden Inn in 

Auburn.  

 

Mayor’s Report – Mayor LaBonté thanked Howard Kroll and Denis D’Auteuil for their 

work in managing last Friday’s press announcement stating there are a lot of moving parts 

around the project (the medical tourism facility) and he spoke briefly about the project. 

 

 City Manager’s Report – he thanked Roland Miller on his work on the medical tourism 

project, he reminded everyone about National Night Out at Festival Plaza on Tuesday, and he 

thanked Public Services and the Recreation staff for their efforts in putting together the first 

of the Movies in the Park series. He said the bacteria levels were down at the Municipal 

Outlet Beach and he would like to work with staff to open the beach up for swimming for the 

remainder of the summer and will continue having the water tested. 



 

 The City Clerk reported that the new Ward lines that were adopted in March of 2014 went 

into effect 7/1/2015 and notifications would be going out to all voters who have been 

impacted by the change. In addition, Ward 3 and Ward 4 voting places will be reassigned so 

voters are voting in the appropriate wards. Currently, Ward 3 voters go to Auburn Hall to 

vote but Auburn Hall is actually in Ward 4 and Ward 4 voters go to Fairview School to vote 

but Fairview School is actually in Ward 3. Now, Ward 3 voters will vote at Fairview School 

and Ward 4 voters will vote at Auburn Hall. Notifications will be sent to all Ward 3 and 4 

voters notifying them of the change. 

 

 Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Walker to remove from the 

table the action of the Executive Session and to authorize the Mayor to sign a contract 

appointing Howard Kroll as City Manager. This is a 5 year contract with an annual salary of 

$99,000. Passage 6-0, a roll call vote was taken.            

 

VIII.  Adjournment - Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Walker to  

adjourn. All were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 10:00 P.M. 

 

True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk 
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:04 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn 

Hall and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. Councilor LaFontaine had an excused 

absence. All other Councilors were present.  

 

XIX. Consent Items - None 

 

II.   Minutes   

 August 3, 2015 Regular Council Meeting 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Walker and seconded by Councilor Hayes to 

accept the minutes of August 3, 2015 as presented. Passage 6-0. 

 

XX. Communications, Presentations and Recognitions  

 

 Proclamation – 80
th

 Anniversary of the Social Security Act 

 Ethan Boxer-Macomber and Rick Whiting - 62 Spring Street Potential Project Update  

 

III.     Open Session – Members of the public are invited to speak to the Council about any 

issue directly related to City business which is not on this agenda.  

  

 Melissa Dunn, Tenant Rights Community Organizer for Neighborhood Housing League 

spoke about a press event she spoke at regarding tenant/landlord issues. Handouts were 

provided and a copy has been placed on file. 



 Katy Grondin, Auburn resident and Superintendant of the Auburn School Department 

talked about the State subsidy and the School Budget. In order to expend any of those 

funds in the current school year, a referendum vote is required. 

Andy Titus, 24 Rubellite regarding the Barn project and he would like to see a “punch 

list”. He talked about the Community Gardens project and would like to see an inventory 

of property we own and can any of those be sold so funds could be used for revitalization 

projects. He also commented on the Spring Street presentation would like to hear more 

about financials and projections, parking and traffic. 

Joe Gray, Sopers Mill Road commented on the 62 Spring Street presentation and 

because it was placed under presentations there was no information sheet. If it had been 

brought up during a workshop, there would be documents to reference. He said the same 

about the Superintendant who “came up out of nowhere” and “should have been a 

planned event”. He also mentioned that over the weekend, the United New Auburn 

Association had a pig roast, bottle drive, and yard sale. He thanked, the Boys and Girls 

Club and specifically Andrea, Christian, Savannah, Zac, Reginald, and Maurice who 

helped immensely. 

 

IV.    Unfinished Business - None 

 

V.        New Business  

 

3. Order 61-08172015  
Authorizing the City Manager to purchase property at 14 Newbury Street. 
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Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Young authorizing 

the City Manager to purchase property at 14 Newbury Street. 

 

Public comment – Larry Pelletier, 129 Second Street commented. 

 

Passage 6-0. 

 

4. Order 62-08172015  
Authorizing the discontinuance of Glenn Street. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Walker authorizing 

the discontinuance of Glenn Street. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 6-0. 

 

5. Order 63-08172015  
Confirming the City Manager’s appointment of Denis D’Auteuil as Assistant City 

Manager. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Hayes confirming the 

City Manager’s appointment of Denis D’Auteuil as Assistant City Manager. 

 



Passage 4-2 (Councilors Walker and Gerry opposed). 

 

6. Resolve 06-08172015  
Authorizing the City Manager to request a quote from Androscoggin County for the 

provision of dispatch services under the fee-for-service program currently offered to 

other Androscoggin County Municipalities. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Hayes 

authorizing the City Manager to request a quote from Androscoggin County for the 

provision of dispatch services under the fee-for-service program currently offered to 

other Androscoggin County Municipalities. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 5-0-1 (Councilor Lee abstained). 

 

VI. Executive Session   

 Discussion on a real estate matter pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405 (6)(C).  

This executive session was not needed. 

 

 Discussion on an economic development matter pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405 (6)(C).  

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Walker to enter 

into executive session. Passage 6-0. Time 8:11 P.M. 
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Council was declared out of executive session at 8:35 P.M. 

 

VII. Reports  

 

 Mayor’s Report – The Mayor commented that it was nice that there were so many 

activities and events taking place this past Saturday here in Auburn. He thanked 

volunteers and businesses who help to make these events happen. 

 

 City Councilors’ Reports 

 

 Councilor Gerry reported that she attended an event in Lewiston at CMMC. It was a 

diabetic informational meeting that addressed making better life and food choices. She 

segued on to the community gardens and farmers markets and how she is personally 

working on making better food choices in order to improve her overall health. 

 

 Councilor Walker thanked everyone for a great weekend. A lot of businesses, business 

people and volunteers helped the United New Auburn Association on their event that 

took place over the weekend. It was a great time.  

 

 Councilor Lee reported that the last of the last of the Triple Crown series is on Saturday 

(The Bridge Run) and he welcomed people to join in. 

 

 Councilor Hayes had no report. 

 



 Councilor Crowley thanked the United New Auburn Association for sponsoring the 

Garage Sale/Pig Roast event that took place over the weekend, she also thanked the Boys 

and Girls Club members who helped out, she thanked the children who entered the box 

car driving contest held on Friday at Pettengill Park, she congratulated Tabers who are 

celebrating 75 years in business, Top it Off Yogurt Bar and Maine Gourmet Chocolate 

who are celebrating 2 years in business. She went over dates to watch, including the 95
th

 

anniversary of the ratification of the 19
th

 amendment granting women the right to vote. 

She encouraged women to volunteer to serve on one of the boards or committees of the 

City. Thursday 8/20 is the deadline for filing nomination papers, 8/21 is the Great Falls 

Balloon Festival, 8/25 is St Louis Feast Day, Thursday, 8/27 Don Campbell will be 

performing at Festival Plaza. Monday, September 6
th

 the movie Gone with the Wind will 

be featured at the Outlet Beach. She went over her visiting hours at the Library. She is 

working with a couple of constituents on determining if there is a cat leash law in Auburn 

and consideration of increasing the number of chickens one can keep under our current 

ordinance. She mentioned that currently swimming is allowed at the Outlet Beach, and 

she thanked Councilor Gerry for sharing her personal story during her report.  

 

 Councilor Young reported that the Androscoggin Historical Society will have the Knight 

House open during the Balloon Festival and the Great Falls TV Advisory Board will be 

meeting on Thursday. 

 

 City Managers Report reminded everyone that the Great Falls Balloon Festival will be 

taking place on both sides of the river over the weekend. He congratulated Café LA  
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 located at the Auburn Public Library on their opening. The ribbon cutting took place last 

week. There will also be a ribbon cutting for Hartt Transportation. He wanted to wish 

both businesses the best of luck. He thanked Alan Manoian for his work on coordinating 

various events at Festival Plaza. Construction projects are taking place in New Auburn 

and he wanted to let those residents know how much he appreciated their cooperation and 

understanding during this construction. Great Falls TV will be having their quarterly 

meeting here at Auburn Hall on Thursday. University of Maine Hockey coach Red 

Gendron and his staff will be holding a clinic at the Norway Savings Bank Arena. He 

congratulated Denis D’Auteuil on his appointment as Assistant City Manager and he is 

confident that he will do a great job and he is looking forward to working with him.   

  

VII.     Open Session – Members of the public are invited to speak to the Council about    

any issue directly related to City business which is not on this agenda.  

 

 Tim Goss, 176 Val View Drive expressed concerns about construction projects in the 

City that are started but not completed. He used Park Avenue as an example. A project on 

Val View Drive was scheduled to being this spring but just started a few weeks ago. Why 

have these projects been put on hold? He commented that if the contractors are too busy, 

there should be timelines, and there should be penalties for not meeting the timelines 

given and put back out to bid if needed. 

 

VIII. Adjournment – Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor 

Lee to adjourn. All were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 8:53 PM. 

 



 

A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk     
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:09 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn Hall 

and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. Councilor Lee had an excused absence. All other 

councilors were present.  

 

XXI. Consent Items  

 

8. Order 64-09082015*  
Approving the temporary sign request for Saint Dominic’s Academy.  

 

9. Order 65-09082015*  
Setting the date for the election amending the School Budget for November 3, 2015. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to approve 

the two consent items as presented. Passage 6-0.   

 

II.   Minutes – August 17, 2015 Regular Council Meeting 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to accept 

the minutes of August 17, 2015 as presented. Passage 6-0. 

 

VI. Communications, Presentations and Recognitions  

 

 LAEGC (Lewiston Auburn Economic Growth Council) Presentation – John 

Holden 

 Presentation to the Mayor and City Council by Chief of Police Phil Crowell for 

the support they’ve given over the years to the PAL Center.  

 

VII. Open Session  

 

Richard Valcourt 29 Marian Drive thanked the Council for work on Broad Street. He 

commented that the project was complete and looks nice. He asked who decision was it 

to place 14 parking spaces in the middle of the hill between 6
th

 and 8
th

 Streets and why 

were they put there. He said that he would appreciate a response to the questions. 

 

Olga Dolgicer, 123 Pleasant Street and owner of the Munroe Inn commented that she has 

a good rapport with everyone at City Hall, she said that she is pleased with progress of 

the downtown area, and she spoke about property taxes and commented that the tax roll 

and the prices attached to the property did not make sense to her. They are higher than 

what the property is. She wondered where those prices came from. She said she would 

rather use her own money than use special funds or grants but would like to receive a tax 

abatement for the property she is investing in. She invested almost $200,000 in her 

property which was billed at almost $200,000 more than what she paid for the property 3 



months earlier. She would like to see tax abatements offered. She talked about her 

experience renovating her house. She commented that code enforcement is strict. She 

went on to say that city staff is very capable and they do their best to address the issues, 

and she would like Council to look into a way to adopt a code for historic downtown 

which allows the department the flexibility to work with her more.  She said she opened 

about 5 work permits and none have closed. They all have problems. She understands 

that ordinances are involved, but she would like to see this looked into.     
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Dan Herrick, 470 Hatch Road, noted that the Council will be changing soon and he wasn’t 

sure if it will be better or worse. He said that he hears people commenting about taxes 

increasing and stated that this Council has done nothing to decrease taxes. He asked what this 

Council done in the last 4 years to help lessen the burden of taxes. He thanked the Police 

Department for setting up patrol in front of one of the schools on Minot Avenue. He thinks an 

article should be written informing citizens on where the money for the traffic stops go. 

People think the Auburn is making a lot of money on these traffic stops. He asked the 

Council what has been done on the agricultural resource zone. Meetings have been held but 

nothing has been done. He said the same about tax acquired properties stating “we’re 

stagnant”. He talked about the $40,000,000 investment coming in to Auburn and stated that it 

sounds great but no particulars were given and based on his past experience, anytime you 

invest, it costs taxpayers a lot of money. He brought up his property at 240 Hatch Road and 

the zoning/permitting issues with that property. He then went on to talk about how City staff 

does not get back to constituents when they call the City with a complaint or concern but did 

go on to say that Public Services, Assessing, the Tax Office, and the Police Department do 

get back to constituents. 

 

Joe Gray, Sopers Mill Road, stated that he agreed with the owner of the Munroe Inn who 

spoke about code enforcement being restrictive. He went on to comment on Great Falls TV 

stating that they’ve lost their lease and have to move. He said it is time to bring this out to the 

public and get it resolved. He noted that a few things that have come up that Great Falls 

could help with. One would be marketing the city. They could do a public service 

announcement to discuss the school budget, and to inform the public about where the traffic 

stop fines go. He commented that we can use Great Falls TV more than we currently do. 

They are underutilized. 

              

V.  Unfinished Business - None 

 

VI. New Business 

 

1. Order 66-09082015  
Authorizing the City Manager to sign a memorandum of understanding between the City 

and St. Mary’s Nutrition Center dedicating 61 Webster Street as a community garden. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes 

authorizing the City Manager to sign a memorandum of understanding between the City 

and St. Mary’s Nutrition Center dedicating 61 Webster Street as a community garden. 

 

Bob Stone, 12 Harrison Circle spoke in support of the proposal and stated that he thinks it 

is a great proposal and a worthy project. 



 

Andy Titus, 24 Rubellite Lane, spoke in favor of the project itself but questioned if we 

could spend time looking into other site options. 

 

Bridget Bartlett, works with the St. Mary’s Nutritional Center in Community Gardens 

noted that many people ask why there aren’t any community gardens in Auburn. She said 

she would encourage Council to think of the long term benefits of this project. It will add 

value to the community. 

 

IN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING SEPTEMBER 8, 2015 VOL. 34 PAGE 171 

 

Lynn Holland, Education Assistant for the Cooperative Extension of the University of 

Maine. She commented that with Community Gardens, you grow more than food, you 

grow community.  

 

Dan Herrick, 470 Hatch Road stated that he doesn’t mind Community Gardens but noted 

that the cost we are putting into this is ludicrous. He asked if any farmers in the area have 

been contacted to help with this project. He said he would be willing to deliver all of the 

loom and compost and would be willing to till every year to get this started. He said he 

would build a garden free of charge. He said people would be willing to help, including 

him but $26,000 to spend on a garden did not make sense to him.  

 

Kirsten Walter, Director of St. Mary’s Nutrition Center addressed the comments about 

the cost of the project. 

 

Deb Charest, Androscoggin Land Trust, said they support the project and will be 

partnering with them and will do whatever they can to help. 

 

Grady Burns 25 Hillsdale Street said he was thrilled to hear about this project and is 

excited to see an investment like this in this neighborhood. 

 

Ken Estes said he lives in the neighborhood and was excited to hear about the project. He 

said he would like to take Mr. Herrick up on his offer to do some “free stuff”, and went 

on to say that grants are available to offset the cost. He commented that it shouldn’t be a 

free ride and if we can the people involved to invest in the initial set up and get people 

involved based on their interest, the cost can go away.  

 

Julie Isbill, resident of Brunswick who works for the National Park Service, a community 

assistance program. This group applied for assistance with this project. They are in 

support this project stating that Community gardens are just as important as parks and 

trails, and rivers. 

 

Joe Gray, Sopers Mill Road, said he was not going to speak but commented that he was 

irritated when Mr. Herrick made a good faith offer that was taken as a joke and smirked 

at. He said it hasn’t been taken into account the schools community garden, Auburn 

Housing community gardens and we can expand on what we currently have and we 

certainly do not have to spend $25,000 for a small plot. This proposal is a good idea but 

has not been whittled down properly. He would like to see more of a grass roots effort 

and not have it imposed on him. 

 



Passage 4-3 (there was a tie vote 3-3 with Councilors Crowley, Walker, and Gerry 

opposed, and in accordance the City Charter, Article III, Section 3.3 the Mayor voted to 

break the tie vote and voted in the affirmative).  

 

VII. Executive Session   

 Discussion on a real estate matter (comprehensive plan/property acquisition) pursuant 

to 1 M.R.S.A. §405 (6)(C).  

 

Motion by Councilor Lafontaine, second by Councilor Walker to enter into executive 

session to discuss a real estate matter pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405 (6)(C).  
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Passage 5-1 (Crowley opposed). Time 8:43 PM. 

 

Council was declared out of executive session at 9:04 PM. 

 

 Discussion on a real estate matter (1 Minot Avenue) pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405 

(6)(C). This item will be taken up at the September 14, 2015 meeting.  

 

1. Discussion on a real estate matter (review of a proposed lease for a crematorium at 

Oak Hill Cemetery) pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405 (6)(C).  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

enter into executive session to discuss a real estate matter pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. 

§405 (6)(C).  

 

Passage 4-0 (Councilors Crowley and Gerry were not in the room during this vote). 
Time 9:04 PM. 

 

Council was declared out of executive session at 9:25 PM. 
 

VIII.   Reports  
 

Finance Director, Jill Eastman – July 2015 Monthly Finance Report. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Hayes to accept and 

place on file the July 2015 monthly finance report. Passage 5-0 (Councilor LaFontaine was 

not present during this vote). 

 

Mayor’s Report – Mayor LaBonté spoke on the substance abuse and drug trafficking issues 

in Auburn. Within the next few weeks we will be rolling out a public awareness campaign.  

 

 City Councilors’ Reports 

 

Councilor Young – submitted a written report which was included in the packet. 

 

Councilor Crowley – reported back on the Auburn Sewerage District meeting of 8/18/2015. 

They submitted the 15 year Clean Water master plan to the Maine DEP, the board approved a 

new collection policy and procedure for delinquent accounts, they discussed the request from 



the Auburn City Clerk regarding information sharing, and she provided a sewer tip of the 

month on sewer rats. She also reported back on the 8/19/2015 Auburn Water District 

meeting. Their financial position remains stable, they approved a new collection policy and 

procedure for delinquent accounts, there was a presentation by Western Sampson Engineers 

on groundwater investigation work, measuring of the lake was held at the end of August and 

the lake continues to have good water quality numbers and the algae remains low, and they 

also discussed the request from the Auburn City Clerk regarding information sharing. Written 

reports were provided and have been placed on file. She also went over her ward 1 report, she 

thanked Councilor Walker and Peter and Jasmine (Recreation staff) for the work and success 

of the movies in the Park series, thank you to those who contributed to the success of the Red 

Table Picnic event, congratulations to Community Little Theater for reaching their 75th 

jubilee, dates to watch September 9th is the Recreation and Special Events Advisory  
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Committee meeting, the upcoming Greek Festival in September, September 18th there is an 

open house and tours of the Foss Mansion, a parade on September 19th. She reported that we 

are looking for Republicans to work the November 3rd election. She also reached out to Ward 

1 residents who would like to come forward to consider declaring themselves as a write in 

candidate for the Ward 1 School Committee seat. Ward 1 School Committee does not have a 

candidate running in the November 3rd election. Without a winning write in candidate, it will 

result in a Special Election. She also discussed visiting hours at the Library. 

 

Councilor Walker submitted a written report which was included in the packet. He also 

thanked the City Manager for allowing them to do the movies in the parks series, and he 

reported that the Marshall’s Popcorn truck was on display and was also in the Balloon 

Festival parade. 

 

Councilor Gerry – noted that the LATC (Lewiston Auburn Transit Committee) would be 

meeting on Thursday at 12:30 PM (time change) in the Community Room at Auburn Hall 

rather than AVCOG.  

 

Councilor Hayes – no report. 

 

 City Manager’s Report – on Thursday the Fire Department will host an Ice Cream Social, 

following that there will be a fundraiser at Margaritas for the PAL Center, Friday is the 14th 

anniversary of 9/11. A memorial will be held at the Fire Department. Walton School will also 

have an assembly that same morning.  

 

IX. Open Session  

Timothy Goss, 176 Val View Drive suggested that the reports be posted on the website rather 

than reading them at the Council meeting. He also commented that at the previous Council 

meeting, he came forward with a concern and the very next day the project manager followed 

up with him on his concern and he had all of the information he was looking for. He stated 

that during the first open session, the former City Councilor made the comment that Council 

and City staff doesn’t do anything. Mr. Goss said he disagreed with that comment. 

 

X.   Adjournment - Motion was made by Councilor Walker and seconded by Councilor Gerry to 

adjourn. All were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 9:56 P.M. 

 

A True Copy. 



      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk 
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn 

Hall and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. All Councilors were present.  

 

I. New Business 

 

3. Order 67-09142015 

Approving the sale of city owned property at One Minot Avenue to Miracle Enterprise, 

LLC for $500,000 and authorizing the City Manager to execute all documents necessa4ry 

to complete this transaction. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Lee to approve 

the sale of city owned property at One Minot Avenue to Miracle Enterprise, LLC for 

$500,000 and authorizing the City Manager to execute all documents necessary to 

complete this transaction. 

 

Public comment: David Sawicki, State Representative and resident of Auburn spoke in 

favor of the sale of this property. 

 

Passage 7-0. 

 

III.  Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 5:45 PM and was followed by a workshop of the City Council.  
 

A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk 
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:08 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn 

Hall. The Auburn Fire Department’s Honor Guards presented the colors leading the assembly in 

the salute to the flag. All Councilors were present.  

 

XXII. Consent Items  

 

7. Order 68-09212015*  
Confirming Chief Crowell’s appointment of Charity G. Klinger as a Constable 

without firearm for the Auburn Police Department. 
 



Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes to confirm 

Chief Crowell’s appointment of Charity G. Klinger as a Constable without firearm for the 

Auburn Police Department. Passage 7-0. 

 

II.   Minutes   

 September 8, 2015 Regular Council Meeting 

 September 14, 2015 Special Council Meeting 

  

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Crowley to 

accept the minutes of the September 8, 2015 and September 14, 2015 Council meetings. 

Passage 6-0-1 (Councilor Lee abstained as he was not present for the September 8, 2015 

meeting). 

 

III. Communications, Presentations and Recognitions  

 

o Proclamation for Polish Fire Cadet Mateusz Cizewski  

o There was a swearing in ceremony for new hires and promotions of the Auburn 

Fire Department – Gavin Smith (not present), John Monahan, and Eric Michaud 

are the new hires (Firefighter Paramedic’s), and promotions went to Jake Verrill, 

and Julian Beale (promoted from Firefighter to Lieutenant), Mike Scott (not 

present, promoted from Lieutenant to Captain), and Don Flanagan (promoted 

from Captain to Battalion Chief)  

o Sophia Carson, winner of the Auburn Book Project was recognized  

o Auburn’s Chief of Police, Phil Crowell, discussed Auburn’s Drug Abuse 

Awareness Campaign  

 

IV. Open Session – Members of the public are invited to speak to the Council about any 

issue directly related to City business which is not on this agenda.  

  

 Larry Pelletier, 129 Second Street, spoke about an initiative he started picking up litter in 

New Auburn. He was approached by the Director of the Boys and Girls Club asking if he 

wanted help from the kids at the Club picking up trash. The Assistant City Manager 

provided vests, pickers, and buckets and the kids have been helping out picking up litter 

in the New Auburn area.  

 

Joe Gray, Sopers Mill Road – said he wants to keep beating the drum about Great Falls 

TV. He commented that they should be filming the Auburn Police Departments  
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awareness for the Hero Initiative sessions. He also commented that Sophia Carson 

(Auburn Book Project winner) is a hardworking dedicated young lady who occasionally 

works on his farm. He also commented that he was out with his motorcycle looking for a 

place to park and he would like to see Council propose an ordinance where motorcycles 

can park in those corner spaces. He also spoke about interaction between Council and 

citizens. He noted that we need to develop a process where citizens concerns can be aired 

and a response can be aired as well.   

 

V.    Unfinished Business - None 

 



VI.        New Business  

 

1. Order 69-09212015  
Approving the Lewiston Auburn Economic Growth Council’s (LAEGC) request for 

funding in the amount of $20,000 towards a grant opportunity to support the 

marketing plans to attract new business and investment to LA Maine. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Gerry amending the 

order as follows; 

 

“Ordered that the City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to document 

City of Auburn activities related to Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), including, but 

not limited to, engagement of Canadian sporting interests at Norway Savings Bank 

Arena and Chinese investors as the medical tourism project advances.  

 

This documentation will be provided at a sufficient level that it be utilized as 

matching funds for a grant of LAEGC to the Maine International Trade Center, 

and be at a minimum match of $20,000.” 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. Passage 7-0. 

 

2. Order 70-09212015  
Adopting the Community Development Block Grant Amendments as presented by 

the Community Development Director. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Gerry to 

adopt the CDBG amendments as presented. 

 

Public hearing – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Motion by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Walker to amend by taking 

$70,210 from Homeowner Rehab and $4,790 from the Homebuyer Program rather 

than make the transfer of $75,000 from future income.  

 

Motion failed 2-5 (Councilors Young, Hayes, LaFontaine, Lee, and Gerry opposed). 
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Passage of Order 70-09212015 as presented, 5-2 (Councilors Walker and Crowley 

opposed. 

 

3. Order 71-09212015  
Authorizing the Community Development Director to execute and deliver a 

conditional commitment letter and execute all loan documents necessary to complete 

the transaction under which the City will lend $250,000 to Auburn Housing 

Development Corporation, whose source shall be HOME Investment Partnership 

Program Funds, to be used exclusively for construction financing for the development 

of an affordable housing project located at 62 Spring Street in Auburn. 



 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Gerry  

Second Gerry authorizing the Community Development Director to execute and 

deliver a conditional commitment letter and execute all loan documents necessary to 

complete the transaction under which the City will lend $250,000 to Auburn Housing 

Development Corporation, whose source shall be HOME Investment Partnership 

Program Funds, to be used exclusively for construction financing for the development 

of an affordable housing project located at 62 Spring Street in Auburn. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. Passage 7-0. 

 

4. Order 72-09212015  
Adopting the Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy for the Downtown New Auburn 

and Union Street areas. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Gerry to 

adopt the Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy for the Downtown New Auburn and 

Union Street areas. 

 

Public comment – Andy Titus, 24 Rubellite Lane commented on the last order that it 

was mentioned that 309 rental units in this project area could be rehabilitated for 

rental units to revitalize the downtown area but they are empty apartments that are not 

being used right now. He went on to comment that we need to look at all options. 

 

Passage 7-0. 

 

5. Order 73-09212015  
Approving the Board and Committee appointments as nominated by the Appointment 

Committee. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Crowley 

Second Crowley to appoint the following; 

Asmo Dol, re-appointment to the Auburn Housing Authority with a term expiration 

of 10/1/2020; 

Greg Whitney, re-appointment to the CDBG Loan Committee with a term expiration 

of 10/1/2018; 
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Celia McGuckian, re-appointment to the CDBG Loan Committee with a term 

expiration of 10/1/2018, and; 

Whitney Blondeau, new appointment to the CDBG Loan Committee with a term 

expiration of 10/1/2018. 

 

Passage 7-0. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Walker to enter 

into executive session pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. 405(6)(A) to review applicants for the 

Auburn Water District Board of Trustees. Passage 7-0, time 8:05 PM. 



Council was declared out of executive session at 8:27 PM. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Lee to 

appoint Carrie White, new appointment to the Auburn Water District with a term 

expiration of 3/1/2018. Passage 5-2 (Councilors Young and Walker opposed). 

 

6. Order 74-09212015  
Authorizing the City Manager to purchase the property located at 351 Main Street for 

$50,000 and to cause the demolition and stabilization of the site as soon as possible 

after the purchase. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Lee 

authorizing the City Manager to purchase the property located at 351 Main Street for 

$50,000 and to cause the demolition and stabilization of the site as soon as possible 

after the purchase. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. Passage 6-1 (Councilor Crowley 

opposed). 

 

VII. Executive Session   
Discussion on a poverty tax abatement pursuant to 36 M.R.S.A. Sec. 841(2) with possible 

action to follow.  
 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Lee to enter 

into executive session a poverty tax abatement pursuant to 36 M.R.S.A. Sec. 841(2) with 

possible action to follow. Passage 7-0, time 8:40 PM. 

 

Council was declared out of executive session at 8:51 PM. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor LaFontaine to deny the 

abatement request. This is order 75-09212015. Passage 6-0-1 (Councilor Walker 

abstained). 
 

VIII. Reports  

 

 Mayor’s Report – The Mayor commented that he had a productive meeting last week 

with the City Manager, Superintendant of Schools, School Committee Chair, and  
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 members of the Legislative delegation regarding the next steps with ELHS. Movement 

has been made on the State priority list and Auburn now sits at #4 on the State list. 

Discussion on how can we start the process sooner than later without losing our place in 

line and how can we think of innovative approaches to the school during that period. The 

working group has agreed to meet once a month going forward, legislators have 

submitted a place holding bill to freeze the existing list, and the Mayor will be meeting 

with Scott Brown on how can Auburn can begin planning. There will be more to follow 

and the Mayor will keep Council informed as they go. 

            City Councilors’ Reports   



Councilor Young attended and filmed the (Agren Appliance) open house where 

Councilor Lee did a great job filling in for the Mayor. It has been posted and he will 

share the link.  

 

Councilor Crowley spoke about the Hero Initiative, the medicine take back, she 

reminded citizens that they can subscribe to Auburn email alerts, also on Tuesday, 9/22 at 

noon there will be a ribbon cutting and launch for The Good Food Bus, Friday 9/25 is last 

Art Walk for the season, Sunday the 27
th

 the public is invited to honor Norma Rice Gould 

for 65 years of ministry music at the United Methodist Church, Monday, September 28th 

is part of the developers Bootcamp event. She thanked Pam Stowe for agreeing to be a 

write in candidate for the Ward 1 School Committee seat. She also spoke about her 

visiting hours and constituent work having to do with clear cutting. 

 

Councilor Hayes reported that there were no railroad activities and the Airport Board 

meeting is coming up the first of October. The Mayor added that there may be an 

upcoming executive session in October to talk about the Intermodal Facility lease 

negotiations and the St. Lawrence lease negotiations with the Railroad Company. 

 Councilor LaFontaine had no report. 

 Councilor Lee had no report. 

 Councilor Walker had no report. 

 Councilor Gerry no report. 

City Manager Report congratulated the Fire Department new hires and staff 

promotions, he thanked staff of Police Department for the Hero Initiative, he thanked the 

Fire and Police Departments as well as the Mayor for the 9/11 event that took place on 

Friday, he congratulated Agren Appliance on their renovation project and recent ribbon 

cutting and what they bring to our community, and he thanked Councilor Crowley for 

bringing up the Good Food Bus ribbon cutting. 

 

Assistant City Manager – reported that he was just notified by Lowes Department Store 

that the Recreation Department was just selected as the 2015 Lowes Heroes project 

recipient resulting in the Tot Lot getting some care including playground chips around 

the swing set, new sand in sand boxes, painting park benches, repairing and painting  
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picnic tables, some yard care, new barbeque pits, a horseshoe pit, and more. He 

commended the Recreation Staff who have been working with Lowes on this. 

  

            Finance Director, Jill Eastman – August 2015 Monthly Finance Report 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Lee to accept and 

place on file the August 2015 Monthly Finance Report. Passage 7-0. 

  

IX.     Open Session – Members of the public are invited to speak to the Council about    

any issue directly related to City business which is not on this agenda.  



 

 No one from the public spoke. 

 

X. Adjournment – Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor 

Walker to adjourn. All were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 9:14 PM. 

 

 

A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk     
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:17 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn Hall 

and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. Councilor Hayes had an excused absence. All other 

councilors were present.  

 

XXIII. Consent Items  

 

10. Order 76-10052015*  
Setting the time to open the polls for the November 3, 2015 Election.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to set the 

time to open the polls at 7:00 A.M. for the November 3, 2015 Election. Passage 6-0.  

 

XXIV. Minutes  - September 21, 2015 Regular Council Meeting 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

accept the September 21, 2015 Regular Council Meeting minutes as presented. 

Passage 6-0. 
 

VIII. Communications, Presentations and Recognitions - None 

 

IX. Open Session  

 

Alfreda Fournier, Androscoggin County Commissioner of District 5, and Davis Avenue resident 

commended the crew that is doing the street and sidewalk work on Davis Avenue. She also expressed 

concern that it is just over 3 weeks from Halloween and the crew keeps getting pulled from the 

project. It should have been a three month job but it is taking longer than that. She commented that 

there are a large number of trick-or-treaters that go to the Davis Avenue area for Halloween and only 

¼ of the street has curbing installed. She has concerns that people may fall and feels that it is a 

potential safety hazard. She said she hopes the curbing will be completed by Halloween and the 

equipment is removed adding that kids sometimes play on the equipment that is left when crews are 

not working. She also noted that she attended the Neighborhood Garden Project open house, and said 

it was nice to see such a strong sense of neighborhood. She mentioned that they are looking for help 

to remove some piping which is about 4 ft high with screws that are rusty and stick out. She also 

wanted to clarify something that came up at a previous Council meeting regarding not having 



received a quote for dispatch purposes. She did bring this to the Commissioners and wanted to clarify 

that Council hasn’t received a quote because commission hasn’t received it yet.  

 

Andy Titus, 24 Rubellite Lane commented that he was concerned about the speed we are going with 

the rail item. He said he was concerned that we would consider funding $50,000 with State funding 

over $400,000 on a study adding that it is a lot of money for the taxpayers of Auburn. 

 

Grady Burns, 25 Hillsdale Street, said he wanted to state his strong support for the passenger rail 

adding that an opportunity to connect us with Portland is an opportunity we cannot afford to ignore.  

 

Bob Spencer, spoke about building a new high school. He said he has been trying to work with the 

City on getting a new high school built. He said he gave the City Manager a detailed letter today 

providing reasons why he thinks it is going to be another 30 or so years before a new high school is 

built.   
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V.  Unfinished Business - None 

 

VI. New Business 

 

2. Order 77-10052015  
Approving the Liquor License and the Special Amusement Permit for Sapphire 

Entertainment, Inc. located at 150 Center Street. Public Hearing. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

approve the liquor license and special amusement permit for Sapphire Entertainment, Inc. 

located at 150 Center Street.  

 

Public hearing – Chief Crowell and Lt. Cougle spoke, followed by business owner 

Jeremy Fitts, 9 Shirley Street, Lewiston and Noah Hogan who is with the private security 

company based out of Portland who confirmed that the establishment would only be open 

until 1 A.M. and also spoke of their plans for this establishment. 

 

Councilor Lee suggested adding a friendly amendment to the original motion to adjust 

the hours of operation from 2 A.M. to 1 A.M. as the closing time with Councilors 

LaFontaine and Walker both in agreement. 

 

Passage of the order which includes the friendly amendment 6-0. 

   

3. Order 78-10052015  
Adopting the amendment to the 2015-16 school budget which authorizes additional 

expenditures of up to $200,404 for school purposes with no increase in local taxes. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to adopt 

the amendment to the 2015-16 school budget authorizing additional expenditures of up to 

$200,404 for school purposes with no increase in local taxes. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke.  



  

Passage 5-1 (Councilor Crowley opposed). A roll call vote was taken. 

 

4. Ordinance 14-10052015  
Adopting the new general assistance appendices A, C, and D for October 1, 2015 through 

September 30, 2016. Public hearing and first reading. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Crowley 

adopting the new general assistance appendices A, C, and D for October 1, 2015 through 

September 30, 2016 as presented. 

 

Public hearing - no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage 6-0. A roll call vote was taken. 

 

5. Order 79-10052015  
Adopting the Great Falls TV Inter-local Agreement. 
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Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Lee adopting the 

Great Falls TV Inter-local agreement as presented. 

 

Public hearing – no one from the public spoke. 

 

Passage – 4-3 (there was a tie vote of 3-3 with Councilors Crowley, Walker, and Gerry 

opposed, and in accordance the City Charter, Article III, Section 3.3 the Mayor voted to 

break the tie vote and voted in support of the Order). 

 

6. Order 80-10052015  
Authorizing the relocation of the Great Falls TV Facility from Central Maine Community 

College to Auburn Hall and the studio facility to be temporarily relocated to the Auburn 

Library. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Crowley 

authorizing the relocation of the Great Falls TV Facility from Central Maine Community 

College to Auburn Hall and the studio facility to be temporarily relocated to the Auburn 

Library. 

 

Motion by Councilor Young and seconded by Councilor Walker to amend by including a 

12 month report back provision on the temporary location. 

 

Motion on the amendment failed 2-4 (Councilors Crowley, LaFontaine, Lee, and Gerry 

opposed). 

 

Public hearing - Mamie Anthoine Ney, Director of the Auburn Public Library regarding 

the use of the Library studio. 

  

Passage 6-0. 
 



7. Order 81-10052015  
Authorizing the modification of the tax increment finance (TIF) relationship and credit 

enhancement agreement (CEA) approved by the City Council in Order 74-09082014 

to change the term from 20 to 15 years and to clarify that the developer’s proceeds 

can be used for both credit enhancement and operating subsidy, and to authorize the 

City Manager to execute all documents needed to implement the TIF and CEA.     

 
Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Gerry 

authorizing the modification of the tax increment finance (TIF) relationship and credit 

enhancement agreement (CEA) approved by the City Council in Order 74-09082014 

to change the term from 20 to 15 years and to clarify that the developer’s proceeds 

can be used for both credit enhancement and operating subsidy, and to authorize the 

City Manager to execute all documents needed to implement the TIF and CEA.     
 

Public hearing - no one from the public spoke . 

 

Passage 6-0. 
 

VII. Executive Session - None  
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VIII.   Reports  
 

Mayors Report – commented on the railroads and the future use of railroads in and out of 

Lewiston and Auburn and on outstanding rail issues which includes both passenger rail and 

freight rail activity.    

 

Councilor Young – brought up a constituent question on whether people receive free Cable 

TV, and as far as he knows, that is not the case. Free Cable TV service is not offered. 

 

Councilor Crowley – reported that October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month and the best 

way to fight breast cancer is to have a plan to catch the disease in the early stages. This 

includes regular breast exams, mammograms, and self examinations. On Thursday, October 

8th, there will be a fall program at the Women’s Literary Union featuring staff from Donna’s 

Greenhouse on “putting away your garden” and preparing it for the winter months. On Friday 

October 9th there is a Grand Opening of the new Ingersoll Indoor Turf Facility at 5:30 PM. 

Later that evening a concert will be held at the Franco Center in Lewiston where Auburn 

resident Rebecca Leonard will be performing. On Saturday, October 10th the public is invited 

to attend a tour of the Knight House in Auburn. On Wednesday, November 11th from 3-6 PM 

she will be hosting a “thank you” open house for residents in Ward 1, City staff, community 

members, and friends she has made over the last 4 years while serving as City Councilor. 

Visiting hours will be Tuesday, October 20th at 1:30 PM at the Auburn Library. She ended by 

providing the sewer tip of the month regarding sump pumps. 

 

Councilor Lafontaine commented that she is happy to support of the $50,000 expenditure 

for the Rail Study. She said that she unfortunately will not be here on the 19th to vote but 

feels that it is important that Auburn is involved in the process. If we do not support the 

funding, another community like Augusta or Bangor will step up to the plate and get the 

funding, and Auburn would lose this opportunity.  



 

Councilor Lee also commented on the passenger rail stating that nuance is good and should 

be embraced. We should be part of the nuance discussions. 

 

Councilor Walker stated that he thinks the rail will be a great thing, and something that our 

grandchildren and great grandchildren will benefit from and added that he thinks he will vote 

in support of it. 

 

Councilor Gerry stated that she will support the passenger rail study when the vote comes, 

but she would have preferred that the Auburn delegation would have come forward sooner 

before budgets were finalized. She also noted that the Androscoggin County Budget 

Committee met last Wednesday. They will be meeting every Wednesday night beginning at 

6:00 PM at the Court House. She noted that Beth Bell gave an overview of the County budget 

and gave a thorough presentation. As it stands right now, if left as it is the budget stands at a 

4.6% increase over what was put into effect for the last budget. 

 

City Manager’s Report – He welcomed home two City employees. Scott Laliberte (Auburn 

Police Department) and Brian Martin (Auburn Fire Department) are returning from military 

duty. He also noted that there will be a ribbon cutting event on Friday, October 9th at 5:30 for 

the grand opening of the new Ingersoll Indoor Turf Facility. On Friday, October 23rd, the 

University of Maine Women’s  
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Hockey team will be playing Brown University at the Norway Savings Bank Arena. Tickets 

can be purchased on the City website or at the Norway Savings Bank Arena. 

 

X. Open Session  

Joe Gray, Sopers Mill Road received an email alert from the city on Board and Committee 

vacancies, and with tonight’s vote on the Cable TV Advisory Board, and he would like to see 

the vacancies updated. He also commented on the railroad stating that “it cannot be funded in 

a vacuum”. We need something that will bring people here. There has to be a reason for the 

train to come here, and “not just the romantic idea”.  

 

X.   Adjournment - Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Lee to 

adjourn. All were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 8:44 P.M. 

 

A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk 
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:06 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn 

Hall. The 077th Composite Squadron Color Guard presented the colors leading the assembly in 

the salute to the flag. Councilor LaFontaine had an excused absence. All other Councilors were 

present.  

 

XXV. Consent Items  

 

8. Order 82-10192015*  



Approving the temporary sign request for the Auburn Ski Association. 
 

Motion was made by Councilor Hayes and seconded by Councilor Walker approving the 

temporary sign request for the Auburn Ski Association as presented. Passage 6-0. 

 

II.   Minutes   

 October 5, 2015 Regular Council Meeting  
  

Motion was made by Councilor Walker and seconded by Councilor Gerry accepting the 

minutes of the October 5, 2015 Council meeting. Passage 5-0-1 (Councilor Hayes 

abstained as he was not present for the that meeting). 

 

III. Communications, Presentations and Recognitions  

 

a. Proclamation - Extra Mile Day, November 1
st
, 2015 

Mayor LaBonté wanted to publicly recognize a few individuals for their 

contributions to the community and for going the “extra mile”.  

Those recognized were: 

John Wing (Public Services staff member) 

Leroy Walker (City Councilor) 

Larry Pelletier (Auburn resident)   

Connie Bilodeau (Auburn resident)   

  

b. Proclamation – Red Ribbon Week 

 

c. Norway Savings Bank Arena Update – Marc Gosselin  

 

V. Open Session – Members of the public are invited to speak to the Council about any 

issue directly related to City business which is not on this agenda.  

  

Alfreda Fournier, 43 Davis Ave. and District 5 County Commissioner thanked Marc 

Gosselin for his work at the Norway Savings Bank Arena adding that Marc is a “good 

leader who thinks out of the box”. She also thanked Mr. Wing who is “ever present on 

the streets”. She also thanked City Manager Howard Kroll and City Engineer Tony 

Beaulieu who both went out to inspect the progress of the work being done in the Davis 

Ave. area project. As a result of that, the work is progressing and she commented that “it 

will be safe on Halloween night” in that area. 
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Matt Darlington, 12 Newbury Street spoke in regards to a proposal he forwarded 

regarding some land that the City has recently acquired and he was hoping it would 

appear on a future agenda.  

 

VI. Unfinished Business 

  

1. Ordinance 14-10052015  



Adopting the new general assistance appendices A, C, and D for October 1, 2015 through 

September 30, 2016. Second reading. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Gerry and seconded by Councilor Hayes adopting the 

new general assistance appendices A, C, and D for October 1, 2015 through September 

30, 2016. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. Passage 6-0. A roll call vote was taken.  
 

VI.        New Business  

 

8. Resolve 07-10192015  
Approving Tree Inventory and 2016 TD Green Streets Program Grants. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Crowley approving 

the Tree Inventory and 2016 TD Green Streets Program Grants. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. Passage 6-0. 

 

9. Order 83-10192015  
Authorizing the City Manager to fund $50,000 for the passenger rail study. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Walker authorizing 

the City Manager to fund $50,000 for the passenger rail study. 

 

Public comment – 

 

Jarod Golden, State Representative spoke in support of the study and provided a letter 

which has been placed on file.  

 

Paul Landry, co-chair of the Business Advocacy of the local Chamber, Chuck Gill, 

Central Maine Medical Center Vice President of Public Affairs, Paul Weiss, 

Cumberland resident and member of the Maine Rail Transit Coalition and Chair of 

the Maine Sierra Clubs Transportation and Energy Task Force and was on the 

Technical Advisory Committee of the State of Maine Rail Plan all spoke in support of 

the study.  

 

Larry Pelletier, 129 Second Street stated that would be supportive unless it is between 

Rail Service and the new High School in which case he would go for the High 

School. 
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Bob Stone spoke in opposition of funding this study. 

  

Amanda Burgess, student at the Muskie School of Public Service and ELHS graduate, 

Wayne Werts, 556 Pownal Road, and also served on the 126
th

 Legislatures 

Transportation Committee, Grady Burns, 25 Hillsdale Street all spoke in support of 

the study. 

 



Andy Titus, 24 Rubellite Lane stated that he would liked to have more time before 

having to make a decision because there are still a lot of unknowns. 

 

Linda Wooten, Auburn resident commented that she was concerned about a passenger 

rail bringing an influx of homeless people here from Portland, Boston or other areas 

and would like Council to consider that. 

 

Passage 6-0. 

 

10. Order 84-10192015  
Approving the renewal of the Auto Graveyard/Junkyard permit for M & P Auto 

located at 227 Merrow Road. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Walker to approve 

the renewal of the Auto Graveyard/Junkyard permit for M & P Auto located at 227 

Merrow Road. 

 

Public hearing - no one from the public spoke. Passage 6-0. 

 

11. Order 85-10192015  
Approving the renewal of the Auto Graveyard/Junkyard permit for Randy’s Auto 

Parts located at 899 Broad Street. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Crowley to approve 

the renewal of the Auto Graveyard/Junkyard permit for Randy’s Auto Parts located at 

899 Broad Street. 

 

Public hearing - no one from the public spoke. Passage 6-0. 

 

12. Order 86-10192015  
Approving the renewal of the Auto Graveyard/Junkyard permit for Prolerized New 

England Company, LLC located at 522 Washington St. N. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Walker to approve 

the renewal of the Auto Graveyard/Junkyard permit for Prolerized New England 

Company, LLC located at 522 Washington St. N. 

 

Public hearing - no one from the public spoke. Passage 6-0. 

 

13. Order 87-10192015  
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Approving the renewal of the Auto Graveyard/Junkyard permit for Isadore T. Miller 

Co., a Division of Schnitzer NE located at 78 & 80 Hotel Road. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Walker to approve 

the renewal of the Auto Graveyard/Junkyard permit for Isadore T. Miller Co., a 

Division of Schnitzer NE located at 78 & 80 Hotel Road. 

 



Public hearing - no one from the public spoke. Passage 6-0. 

 

14. Order 88-10192015  
Approving the renewal of the Auto Graveyard/Junkyard permit for Morris Auto Parts 

located at 940 Washington St. N. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Walker to approve 

the renewal of the Auto Graveyard/Junkyard permit for Morris Auto Parts located at 

940 Washington St. N. 

 

Public hearing - no one from the public spoke. Passage 6-0. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Crowley to amend by 

adding the condition that the unsafe structure would be removed within 60 days. 

Passage of the amendment 5-0-1 (Councilor Walker abstained). 

 

Passage of the Order as amended 6-0. 

 

15. Resolve 08-10192015  
Authorizing the City Manager and/or his designee to negotiate and execute a ground 

lease agreement with Cremation Care of Maine, LLC for a Crematorium at Oak Hill 

Cemetery with possible executive session pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. Sec. 405(6)(C). 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Walker authorizing 

the City Manager and/or his designee to negotiate and execute a ground lease 

agreement with Cremation Care of Maine, LLC for a Crematorium at Oak Hill. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. Passage 6-0. 

 
VII. Executive Session  - none 

 

VII. Reports  

 

Mayor LaBonté – Encouraged everyone to show their support for the University of 

Maine who will be here (Norway Savings Bank Arena) this weekend. He also noted that 

there will be a Celebration of City employees and all of the work they do on Wednesday, 

October 21
st
. He asked that the City Manager report back at the next Council meeting on 

employees recognized. Also on Wednesday at 3PM in Great Falls Plaza, there will be a 

press conference to make an announcement about public transportation and an exciting 

opportunity coming to the downtown area. 
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 Councilor Gerry – reported on the Androscoggin County Budget. 

Councilor Walker – Talked about Santa Claus coming to Auburn, Lewiston, and New 

Auburn area. The request to come from Lewiston, through New Auburn on the 28
th

 has 

been denied. The United New Auburn Association will have their own parade on 



December 5
th

 with Santa coming to the New Auburn area. He said he would like to 

propose that Auburn to have their own parade next year, separate of Lewiston. 

Councilor Lee – commented on how fantastic the new Ingersoll Turf Facility is. He also 

noted that he will be attending the Candid Candidates event scheduled for Tuesday, 

October 20
th

. 

Councilor Hayes – read his departure statement (he is not running for municipal office 

this year). He thanked Ward 2 residents for the opportunity to be a Councilor for the past 

11 years, he provided his thoughts regarding the Lewiston/Auburn merger discussion, he 

noted that he sees that the relationship with Lewiston has eroded, he said he is hopeful 

that future Councils will work more constructively within and for the betterment of 

Androscoggin County and refraining from thinking that Auburn should splinter off from 

Androscoggin County and he encouraged Lewiston and Auburn residents to read a paper 

dated back to the 1960’s called the Rockland Papers or Rockland Experience regarding 

discussions between Lewiston and Auburn at that time. Council should allow the 

manager to truly manage and work collaboratively with Lewiston.  

Councilor Crowley – Auburn Water District report – there will be a community 

presentation on November 5
th

 at Auburn Hall. Steve Norton will be presenting findings of 

the Lake Auburn Sediment Sampling Project. The Board of Trustees met on Sept. 16
th

, 

and the budget forecast is favorable. They are discussing rate increase in 2017.  

The Auburn Sewerage Board of Trustees met on Tuesday, Sept. 15
th

. They will not meet 

budget at year end, and there is discussion of a rate increases of as much as 10% by mid 

2016. Tentative sewer projects include South Main Street, Highland Avenue, Lake Street, 

and Park Avenue. The new delinquent account procedure is now in effect, a new 

Superintendent should be hired soon, and she provided her sewer tip of the month.  

The Recreation Advisory Board meeting scheduled for October was cancelled due to no 

quorum. This is the third or fourth month there has been no quorum and work is being 

delayed. She is urging the City to post openings based on the current ordinance in order 

to increase membership. 

Ward 1 Report- she gave thanks to various community groups for getting the message out 

for Breast Cancer Awareness month. She talked about the Lake Auburn Community 

Center’s Pink Bridge, October 20th absentee voting at Schooner Estates, City Hall is 

open for absentee voting and October 29
th

 is the deadline to request an absentee ballot. 

Wednesday, October 21
st
 is an Employee Appreciation event for city employees. The 

Great Falls TV meeting is held on the same night and she would encourage the meeting  
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be taped. October 28
th

 is a meeting of the Parks sub-committee. Friday October 30
th

 there 

is a Pink Ribbon Tea and all Girl Scouts and former Girl Scouts are invited (Woman’s 

Literary Union located in the Foss Mansion).  Juliette Low, the founder of girl scouts of 

America died of Breast Cancer and the date was chosen because October 30th is her 



birthday. The women’s hockey program will be on Friday night at Norway Savings Bank 

Arena. Tuesday, November 3
rd

 is Election Day. She encouraged folks to get to know the 

candidates who have stepped up to serve. November 11
th

 from 3-6 PM at the Foss 

Mansion she will be hosting a small thank you reception for staff, constituents, and 

friends who have helped her during her term in office. She also wanted to reach out for a 

program called Coats for Kids where people can donate warm clothes for needy – the 

contact is Natalie Ray at Great Falls Credit Union.    

Councilor Young – attended the Dempsey challenge and got the Mayor on video during 

his run.  

City Manager Report – Thanked the Council and Marc Gosselin for University of 

Maine Women’s hockey team that is coming to the Norway Savings Bank Arena. He 

commented on the grand opening of the new wing at Central Maine Community College.  

There is also a ribbon cutting event at IHOP at 11AM on Thursday, and there will be an 

Open House at the Fire Department on Saturday, October 24
th

.  

 

            Finance Director, Jill Eastman – September 2015 Monthly Finance Report 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Lee to accept and 

place on file the September 2015 monthly finance report. Passage 6-0. 

IX.      Open Session - Members of the public are invited to speak to the Council about any issue 

directly related to City business which is not on this agenda. 

 

Andy Titus, 24 Rubellite Lane, commented on the County Budget Process and the 

litigation going on. 

 

X. Adjournment 

  

Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor Young to adjourn. All 

were in favor, the meeting adjourned at 9:12 PM. 

 

 

A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk     
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn Hall 

and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. All Councilors were present.  

 

XXVI. Consent Items  

 

9. Order 89-11022015*  
Confirming the appointments of Wardens and Ward Clerks. 

 
Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Hayes 

confirming the appointments of Wardens and Ward Clerks. Passage 7-0.  



 

XXVII. Minutes  - October 19, 2015 Regular Council Meeting 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

accept the October 19, 2015 Regular Council Meeting minutes as corrected (two 

spelling errors). Passage 7-0. 
 

X. Communications, Presentations and Recognitions - None 

 

XI. Open Session  

 

Alfreda Fournier – 43 Davis Ave., commented that Halloween went off without a hitch in the Davis 

Avenue area thanks to Howard Kroll and Tony Beaulieu.         

 

V.  Unfinished Business - None 

 

VI. New Business 

 

10. Order 90-11022015  
Accepting First Flight Drive as a City Street.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker accepting 

First Flight Drive as a City Street. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. Passage 7-0. 

 

11. Order 91-11022015  
Authorizing the request for funding – LA ARTs. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Lee authorizing 

the request for funding LA Arts. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. Passage 4-3 (Councilors Gerry, 

Crowley, and Walker opposed).   
 

VII. Executive Session - None  
 

VIII.   Reports  
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Mayors Report – The Mayor reminded everyone of the November 3, 2015 Election 

tomorrow and encouraged residents to come out to vote. He gave kudos to Mark Gosselin 

and the staff at the Norway Savings Bank Arena for a first class event (the University of 

Maine Women’s Hockey team vs. Brown University on October 23rd to a sell out crowd), and 

also noted that same night the Edward Little High School football team won the game against 

Lewiston High School’s team. He then went on the thank Councilor Walker and members of 

the New Auburn Neighborhood Group and businesses for the Halloween event in New 



Auburn. Also thanks to Center Street Dental and the Norway Savings Bank Arena for the 

candy buy back program. 

 

City Councilors’ Reports              

 

Councilor Gerry – reported on the Androscoggin County budget.  

 

Councilor Walker – encouraged residents to come out to vote tomorrow. 

 

Councilor Lee – stated that the most important thing facing the future of this community is 

education. He talked about the budget cap (Consumer Price Index). He would like Council to 

repeal that budget cap. He also commented that the Superintendent and School Committee 

should commit to a transparent process when presenting the budget to the council. Those are 

two things that should happen in the beginning of the next budget process. 

 

Councilor Lafontaine – echoed Councilor Lee’s comments and also reminded residents 

about changes to Ward 3 and Ward 4 voting locations. Ward 3 now votes at Fairview School 

and Ward 4 now votes at Auburn Hall. 

 

Councilor Hayes – no report. 

 

Councilor Crowley – thanked residents and visitors who honked their horns and waived 

during the rally for local law enforcement. She thanked the United New Auburn Association 

and all of the New Auburn businesses that participated in the Halloween event. She thanked 

all candidates running for office and urged voters to go out and vote. There is a “Bunko” 

event at the Foss Mansion. There is also a used book sale that will take place before and after. 

On Thursday the 5th there will be a presentation at Auburn Hall by Steve Norton from 

University of Maine sharing the findings of the Lake Auburn sediment sampling project. On 

Tuesday Nov. 10th at the Park Avenue Elementary School there will be an event honoring 

Veterans. Also on the 10th is a Veterans event at the Auburn Public Library. On Wednesday, 

November 11th at the Woman’s Literary Union building, she will host a small thank you 

event for staff, constituents, family and friends, which will also be her last regular visiting 

hours as Councilor. The Community Little Theater will be featuring The Adams Family from 

November 5th through the 16th. The Auburn Water District consists of 612 public fire 

hydrants and 154 private ones. They are flushed biannually. City of auburn has several 

boards and committees that citizens can volunteer to be members of. The deadline to submit 

applications is Monday November 23rd. The Appointment Committee will be meeting on 

Monday Nov. 30th at 5:30 at Auburn Hall. She also thanked all Veterans for their service. 

 

Councilor Young – Great Falls Board will meet Thursday. He also commented on the 

number of Birth vs Death records that are issued in Auburn.  
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City Manager’s Report – he wished success to the candidates running in the Nov. 3rd 

election, he thanked the New Auburn Association and businesses for going above and beyond 

in making the Halloween event in New Auburn a success, he wanted to recognize and thank 

all Veterans, he thanked the Norway Savings Bank Arena staff for the University of Maine 

Women’s Hockey team event. They had a successful game and played in front of almost 



1000 people. The University of Maine Baseball team coaching staff is going to be visiting the 

Ingersoll Indoor Turf facility and may consider holding a clinic next summer. He also noted 

that the Great Falls TV agenda is now posted to the website. 

 

IX. Open Session – no one from the public spoke. 

 

X.   Adjournment - Motion was made by Councilor Lee and seconded by Councilor LaFontaine 

to adjourn. All were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 7:30 P.M. 

 

A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk 
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Mayor LaBonté called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Auburn Hall 

and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. All Councilors were present.  

 

XXVIII. Consent Items - None 

 

II.   Minutes   

 November 2, 2015 Regular Council Meeting  
  

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to accept 

the minutes of the November 2, 2015 Council meeting. Passage 7-0.  

 

III. Communications, Presentations and Recognitions  

  

Assistant City Manager, Denis D’Auteuil, presented Councilors Gerry, Lee, LaFontaine, 

Hayes, and Crowley each with a plaque thanking them for their years of service as City 

Councilors.   

 

IV. Open Session – Members of the public are invited to speak to the Council about any 

issue directly related to City business which is not on this agenda.  

  

Larry Pelletier, 129 Second Street took a moment to thank the City Council for their 

service to the City of Auburn.   

 

V. Unfinished Business - None 

 

VI.        New Business  

 

1. Order 92-11162015  
Accepting Hickory Drive as a City Street. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Lee to accept 

Hickory Drive as a City Street. 

 



Public comment – no one from the public spoke. Passage 7-0. 

 

2. Order 93-11162015  
Authorizing the City Manager to enter into a Master Lease Agreement for Cellular 

Micro-site Locations on City poles or Structures with Portland Cellular Partnership, a 

Maine general partnership,  d/b/a Verizon Wireless. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker 

authorizing the City Manager to enter into a Master Lease Agreement for Cellular 

Micro-site Locations on City poles or Structures with Portland Cellular Partnership, a 

Maine general partnership, d/b/a Verizon Wireless. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. Passage 7-0. 
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3. Resolve 08-11162015  
Support and approve staff to apply for a Recreational Trails Program Grant. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Walker to 

support and approve staff to apply for a Recreational Trails Program Grant, and the 

Resolve will include the cost analysis for equipment and staff time being committed 

as part of the FY16-17 budget which totals $32,285.01. 

 

Public comment – no one from the public spoke. Passage 7-0. 

 
VII. Executive Session  - none 

 

VI. Reports  

 

Mayor LaBonté – no report 

 

Councilor Gerry – reported on the Lewiston Auburn Transit Center. Their audit will be 

included in the AVCOG audit. She also wanted to thank the Auburn residents for the 

support they’ve given her during her time as City Councilor. 

Councilor Walker – Thanked the outgoing Councilors for their service. 

Councilor Lee – Wanted to thank the following groups of people – the current Council, 

City staff, and the residents of Auburn. 

Councilor LaFontaine – Expressed her appreciation to the residents and voters of the 

City, congratulated the new Councilors, thanked the current Mayor and Council, and 

provided words of advice to the new Council to keep communication open and honest, 

respect the roles as fellow Councilor, Mayor or City Staff, honor the work of the School 

Committee, work together with collaboration and conversation, not confrontation. She 

also thanked City Staff for the work they do.  



Councilor Hayes – Thanked Ward 2 residents for giving him the opportunity to serve, he 

thanked City Staff, and he said that he echoed the comments made earlier, in particular 

working in collaboration both inside the City and outside not only with Lewiston but 

regionally as well.  

Councilor Crowley – Recreation Advisory Committee – Ravi Sharma submitted his 

resignation and the City is recruiting a new Director to fill his role, Jasmine McCloughlin 

(Recreation Specialist) has been working on the holiday celebration and is leading the 

work on Winter Festival. Auburn Water District Report – revenue remains favorable and 

it is expected they will have about $800,000 on hand at year end. The overall water 

quality of the lake remains excellent as compared against historic measures. November 

19
th

 meeting will focus on the budget, and the Board of Trustees for both Water and 

Sewerage have hired Sid Hazelton as the Superintendent of the Districts. Auburn 

Sewerage Report – she thanked the Mayor for providing her the opportunity to serve, the  
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financial position of the district has been greatly impacted by the significant reduction in 

service for Cascades Auburn Fiber and they will likely not meet budget targets, she gave 

her sewer tip of the month – Do not put egg shells down your sewer system (garbage 

disposal). Ward 1 report – thanked family, friends, and constituents who attended the 

Veterans Day thank you event, she thanked all of the Veterans who have served our 

country, November 17
th

 she will be delivering dictionaries to all 3
rd

 graders at East 

Auburn School, Thursday, November 19th is Dedication Day, November 28
th

 will be the 

Festival of Arts and Lights as well as the Parade of Lights in the downtown area. The 

City is seeking applicants to volunteer to serve on Boards and Committees. She reminded 

residents of the dangers of carbon monoxide poisoning. She talked about the history of 

the Thanksgiving Holiday and wished all a Happy Thanksgiving.  

Councilor Young – Great Falls TV Advisory board has been meeting every week. They 

think they will meet the deadline for their by-laws to be approved. He noted with sadness 

that the Chair of the committee (Ed Desgrosseilliers) has submitted his resignation and 

Phil Nadeau has stepped into that role. The Androscoggin Historical Society will be 

meeting to talk about media formats (pamphlets, leaflets, postcards, etc.) and will have 

some on display. 

City Manager Report (Assistant Manager, Denis D’Auteuil) – Great Falls TV move is 

complete with just a few minor issues to walk through. He also thanked all of the 

outgoing Councilors for their service and he is also looking forward to working with the 

incoming Council. 

 

            Finance Director, Jill Eastman – October 2015 Monthly Finance Report 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Crowley and seconded by Councilor Lee to accept and 

place on file the October 2015 monthly finance report. Passage 7-0. 



IX.      Open Session - Members of the public are invited to speak to the Council about any issue 

directly related to City business which is not on this agenda. 

 

Alfreda Fournier, 43 Davis Avenue thanked the Council for their service and for keeping 

in mind the needs of the residents. She commented that she found an old news clipping 

which had to do with teaching students about city government and in looking at it she 

saw a collegiality of city, school, and county. It was a triangular connection that operated 

as a unit, and for the betterment of the community. She said she is hoping to see that 

again moving forward.    

 

X. Adjournment 

  

Motion was made by Councilor LaFontaine and seconded by Councilor Crowley to 

adjourn. All were in favor, the meeting adjourned at 7:43 PM. 

 

A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Susan Clements-Dallaire, City Clerk     
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City Manager Howard Kroll called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. in the Council Chambers of 

Auburn Hall and led the assembly in the salute to the flag. Mayor LaBonté had an excused 

absence. All Councilors were present.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor Pross and seconded by Councilor Walker to elect Councilor 

Young to serve as Mayor Pro Tempore in the absence of Mayor LaBonté. Passage 6-0-1 

(Councilor Young abstained).  

 

XXIX. Consent Items  

 

12. Order 95-12212015*  
Confirming Mayor LaBonte’s recommendations and appointments for Boards, 

Committees and Commissions. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Titus and seconded by Councilor Stone to move item 

to new business. Passage 5-1 (Pross against) (Mayor Pro Tempore Young did not 

vote) 
 

13. Order 94-12212015*  
Confirming Chief Crowell’s appointment and re-appointment of Constables without 

firearms for the Auburn Police Department. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Walker and seconded by Councilor Titus to accept 

Chief Crowell’s appointment and re-appointment of Constables without firearms for 



the Auburn Police Department. Passage 6-0 (Mayor Pro Tempore Young did not 

vote) 
 

II.   Minutes   

 November 16, 2015 Regular Council Meeting  
  

Motion was made by Councilor Stone and seconded by Councilor Walker accepting 

the minutes of the November 16, 2015 Council meeting. Passage 6-0 (Mayor Pro 

Tempore Young did not vote) 

 

III. Communications, Presentations and Recognitions  

 

 Bond Refunding – Jill Eastman 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Pross and seconded by Councilor Stone to accept the 

Bond Refunding report. Passage 6-0 (Mayor Pro Tempore Young did not vote) 

 

 

IV. Open Session – Members of the public are invited to speak to the Council about any 

issue directly related to City business which is not on this agenda. No one from the 

public spoke.  
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V. Unfinished Business – None 

 

VI.        New Business  

 

1. Order 96-12212015 
Approving the Liquor License and Special Amusement Permit for Lost Valley. Public 

Hearing.  

 

No one from the public spoke. 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Grady and seconded by Councilor Titus approving 

the Liquor License and Special Amusement Permit for Lost Valley. Passage 7-0 

 

2. Order 97-12212015 

Authorizing the City Manager to accept title to the Oak Hill Cemetery property and 

properly record that document at the Registry of Deeds.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor Titus and Seconded by Councilor Walker to accept 

title to the Oak Hill Cemetery property and properly record that document at the 

Registry of Deeds. Passage 7-0 

 

3. Order 95-12212015 (Moved from consent agenda) 



Confirming Mayor LaBonte’s recommendations and appointments for Boards, 

Committees and Commissions.  

 

Motion was made by Councilor Titus and seconded by Councilor Walker to confirm 

Mayor LaBonte’s recommendations and appointments for Boards, Committees and 

Commissions. Passage 7-0 

 
VII. Executive Session - none 

 

VIII. Reports 

 

Councilor Pross - There is a meeting on January 06 at 6:00 PM at the West Auburn 

Congregational Church to address the Summer Street Extension. 

 

Councilor Titus - Wanted to thank everyone for help with the transition and to 

encourage constituents to contact him. 

 

Councilor Young - Great Falls TV is slowly moving along with writing bylaws and once 

complete will present to Council. The transition with the moving of the stations is going 

well. 

 

Councilor Gilbert – Attended a transportation committee meeting. 
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Councilor Walker – Wanted to remind people about the New Auburn meeting at Rolly’s 

Diner on January 28
th

; on January 7
th

 there will be a meeting to discuss the master plan 

for the village area at the Boy’s and Girl’s Club at 6PM. Doug Greene will be speaking. 

 

Councilor Burns – Wanted to thank to staff for shepherding the Council Inauguration. 

 

City Manager – Denis D’Auteuil, invited Sid Hazelton, Auburn Water District to come 

in to explain the upcoming rate increase and to outline what his communication will look 

like during the process. There will be a public hearing at the Auburn Public Library on 

January 19
th

 at 5:30 PM. The City Manager wished everyone Happy Holidays; 

recognized Local 797 firefighters who collected gifts to distribute to kids in the 

community; police department hosted a Christmas party at the Pal Center; Auburn Hall 

will be closing at noon on Christmas Eve and will be closed on New Year’s Day and on 

December 30
th

 the University of Maine Baseball team will be at Ingersoll Arena holding 

a free baseball clinic.  

 

Finance Director, Jill Eastman – November 2015 Monthly Finance Report 

 

Motion was made by Councilor Walker and seconded by Councilor Stone to accept and 

place on file the November 2015 monthly finance report. Passage 7-0. 

 



IX.      Open Session - Members of the public are invited to speak to the Council about any issue 

directly related to City business which is not on this agenda. 

 

Larry Pelletier, 129 Second Street, welcomed and congratulated new councilors. He also 

said there was a problem with water in the Barker Arms parking lot and asked if anything 

would be done.  

 

X. Adjournment 

  

Motion was made by Councilor Stone and seconded by Councilor Walker to adjourn. All 

were in favor, the meeting adjourned at 8:09 PM. 

 

 

A True Copy. 

      ATTEST_________________________________ 

          Alison F. Pepin, Deputy City Clerk     
 


